FAMILY PICTURES, 


Fi 5 
0 
CONTAINING 


Curious and Intereſting M- 
MoIRs of ſeveral Perſons of 


F aſhion in MW tee. 


— Y 


Still in the paths of honour perſevere, 

And not from paſt or preſent ills deſpair z 

For bleſſings ever wait on virtuous deeds, 

And though a late, a ſure en ſucceeds. 
ConGREVEs 


— m 3 


By a LADY, 
In TWO VOLUMES. 
VOL. 


. 


Printed for P. WiIIsoN, J. ExsHAw, S. PRICE, 
and J. PorTTs. 


M. DCC. LXIV. 


13 


a4 oO 


Son 


FAMILY PICTURES, 


r 


Curious and Intereſting M- 
Mols of ſeveral Perſons of 


Faſhion in W=----- re. 


Still in the paths of honour perſevere, 
And not from paſt or preſent ills deſpair ; 
For bleſſings ever wait on virtuous deeds, 
And though a late, a ſure reward ſucceeds. 


ConGREVE:. 


— 


By a LADY. 
In TWO VOLUMES. 


9 


n 
Printed for P. WIL s oN, J. ExsnAw, S. Price, 
and J. Por rs. 


"M.DCC.LXIV. | 


—.——— 


G <peDete . ode ener eds 2 2 


THE EDITOR's 


PREFACE 


20: THE 


BOOKSELLER. 


29 4 2 4 wt 2 FP C 


1 R 
H E Sheets I now put in- 


to your hands, notwith- 

— the ſingülarity of their 
contents, I am not without 
hopes, may meet with the fa- 
vour of the Public. 382107 
The tale is literally true; the 
moral and ſentiments are very 
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ductions of this nature. Iwas in- 


duced to publiſh it from a tender 


regard to the female part of this 


Metropolis, whoſe more imme- 


diate province, I apprehend No- 
vel-reading . 

I myſelf have children, and 
unfeignedly lament the danger 
their morals are expoſed to, from 


the traſh and obſcenity the Preſs 


15 daily pouring forth for their 


amuſement, as it is called. 


There is a perverſeneſs in hu- 


man nature, (derived, I fuppoſe, 


from our original parents,) of 
eagerly deſiring whatever is pro- 
hibited. If, therefore, a ſenſible 
aud tender relation, guardian, 
or friend, ſhould unwarily en- 
join 


© Dep ee ets > >< . 


SOODDDDR 95 


FFF 8 


yy 


THE EDITOR 


PREFACE 


10 THe 


BOOKSELLER. 


S I Ne 
HE Sheets I now * in- 


to your hands, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſingularity of their 
contents, I am not without 
hopes, may meet with the fa- 
vour of the Public. 
The tale is literally true ; the 
moral and ſentiments are very 


A 2 op- 


| 1 8 an. lame; 


| >: 
y 
1 
19 
3 
* 
1 
* 
1 
| , 
1 
®- 
| 
EY 
1 
1 
' 


WE 
A 


[ ir 1 
0 ppoſite tothe e of pro- 
ductions of this nature. Iwas in- 
duced to publiſh it from a tender 
regard to the female part of this 
Metropolis, whoſe more imme- 
diate province, I apprehend No- 
vel-reading to be. 
I. myſelf have children, and 


ent the danger 
32 to, from © 


— — 


their morals are e 


the traſh and obſcenity the Preſs 


nn daily pouring forth for their 
|| amuſement, as it is called. 


| I] ßere is a perverſeneſs in hu- 
[| 


man nature, (derived, I ſuppoſe, 
from our original parents,) of 
| _ eagerly defiring whatever is pro- 
|  hibited. If, therefore, a ſenſible 
and etider relation, guardian, 
| or friend, ſhould unwarily en- 


Join 1 


L 

join their young favourites to a- 
void contaminating their minds 
by an injudicious choice of com- 
mon place authors, ſuch a pro- 
ceeding would be only caſting 
a ſtumbling- block in their way, 
or in other words, betraying 
them into that very evil, they ſo 
anxiouſly wiſhed them to ſhun. 
On the other hand, ſhould the 
inexperienced. be permitted to 
purſue their giddy inclinations, 
unwarned of the fatal conſe- 
quences, they might then too 
juſtly complain againſt their 
protectors, for not ſaving; their 
morals from corruption, by well- 
timed caution, and proper ad- 
monition. 

It has been, indeed, the cuſ- 

| A 3 tom 


[i] 


tom of the world in general, and 


conſequently of England, to be 
negli gent and backward in train- 


ing up female minds to litera- 
ture, the diſtaff or domeſtic 
concerns being allotted them. as 
their proper and moſt natural 
province; and undoubtedly a 


domeſtic character, by being the 


moſt ſuitable, 1s the moſt amia- 


ble they can appear in. But I 


cannot forbear obſerving, that, 
for many generations paſt, due 
methods have not been taken 
to cultivate and improve this 
valuable innate talent. Where 
to fix the origin of this evil, l 
am at a loſs to determine; but 
it is evident, that the generality 
of mothers inſtruct their daugh- 

ters, 
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ters, or cauſe them to be in- 
ſtructed, merely in ſuch parti- 
culars, as are not only uſeleſs to 
ſociety, but likewiſe highly per- 
nicious. Should Miſs have the 
misfortune to be handſome, ſhe 
15 early taught to hold her per- 
ſon in the greateſt eſtimation. 
Does ſhe poſſeſs the talent of 
mimickry or ridicule, how is ſhe 
encouraged to cual it upon 
her neareſt relations, or worthi- 
eſt friends, though a talent that 
never PT to create diſguſt and 
contempt! She muſt not learn 
to write, for fear of becoming 
roundafhonldered, or work, leſt 
ſhe impair her fine eyes. 1 
fore a little imperfect French, 
an eaſy (and too frequently an 


inſuf- 


[viii 
ferable) aſſurance, to tingle a 
harphchord, and play quadrille, 
includes the whole of a female 
education. 

Whereas the rougher bred 
boys, by having acquired a ſu- 
perficial knowledge of Hiſ- 
tory and the Claſſicks, aſſume 
the privilege of laughing at 
their illiterate ſiſters, who in- 
ſtantly reſolve to * upon an 
equality with the affected pe- 
dants. In conſequence of this 
reſolution, they get their Mam- 

ma's waiting- gentlewoman to 
enroll them members of ſome 
circulating-library, where they 
obtain an eaſy and inexhau- 
ſtible ſupply of ſuch authors, 
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(for the bad effects of their 
works,) they had never been 
born. 

Though this r is 
irremediable on account of the 
extenſiveneſs of it, yet it is not 
without offbility of extenu- 
ation. This performance has 


the. ſingle merit, (the Editor _ ; 


flatters herſelf,) that, at worſt, 
it will prove inoffenſive ; a me- 
rit which the ſenſible. amd mw . 
genuous will not deny it, what 
ever may be the opinions of 
ſome few over-nice cavillers. 
As long as the world con- 
tinues to be diſtinguiſhed into 
the learned and unlearned, male 
and female, young and old. „per- 
formances in the Novel way 
bi will 


[ x 4 
will never be unſeaſonable; for 
it 1s no leſs abſurd to ſuppoſe 


pedants capable of dipping 1n- 


to ſo mean a work as a Novel, 


than ridiculous to imagine the | 
larger part of Novel-readers ca- | 


pable of comprehending the 
Claſhcks : conſequently, unleſs 


our. capacities and educations 


could be reduced to one com- 
mon level, amuſements of this 


inferior kind will be eſſential. 


The grand point, therefore, is 
to . them, if not improv- 
ing, at leaſt innocent. | 
The characters introduced to 
the readers acquaintance 1n this 
little work, are not fictitious 
ones, nor the ſeveral remarka- 
ble incidents of their lives mere- 


ly 
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mon level, amuſements of this 
inferior Bad will be eſſential. 
The grand point, therefore, is 
to render them, if not improv- 
ing, at leaſt innocent. 

The characters introduced to 
the readers acquaintance in this 


Aittle work, are not fictitious 


ones, nor the ſeveral remarka- 
ble incidents of their lives mere- 


ly 


La! 
ly the product of a fertile brain. 
I would, therefore, recommend 
the farious 8 of them 
to the young and inexperienced. 
Virtue is here its own reward, 
nor is it a deception or falſe co- 
Touring ; for though ſucceſs may 
not always be the attendant on 
well-doing and well-meriting, 
yet the peace and ſatisfaction 
that reſult from conſcious vir- 
tue, are ſuperior to every o- 
ther ſupport or dependence: for 
however proſperous the villain 
may continue for a period, his 
8 is merely external. 
hat worm, which never dies, 
preys perpetually upon * 
heart, nor can he either bribe 
or compel it to ſpare him, 
though 
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though but for a moment: 
whereas the meaneſt condition 
may be rendered truly great, 
by a preſervation in juſtice and 
integrity ; for whoſoever poſ— 
ſeſſes an honeſt ſoul capable 
of diſdaining, and induſtriouſſy 


ſhuning the paths of vice, is 


al, w1/e j, "_ 
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KXXX% O T many miles from the city 
* M. of Worceſter lived a gentleman 


* N X of ancient deſcent, his name Mr. 
*. X Anthony Bentley, a man uncom- 
& monly agreeable in his perſon, but 

ngular in his manners, diſpoſition, and judge- 
ment; in a word, the very reverſe of what is 


conſidered in theſe modern days, as the fine 


gentleman, and the man of honour. His ſin- 
gularities flowed from an elegance of taſte, a 
juſtneſs of ſentiment, and a conviction that 
a life, regulated by the principles of chriſti- 
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ſuture joint happineſs, which were moſt un- 


for his ſon, under the Eaſt-India company at 
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anity, was alone the life worthy of a rational 
being, conſcious of its own dignity, and con- 
ſcious of its frailty. 

He poſſeſſed a clear unincumbered patrimony 
of ſeven hundred pounds per annum, which he 
diſtributed with an unequalled generofity. To 


the widow he was a ſure friend, to the or- 


phan a protector, a redreſſer of injuries, a diſ- 
countenancer of vice, a patronizer of modeſt 
merit, and a terror to the oppreſſor. 

The early part of his education was com- 
mitted by his good father to the care of a neigh- 
bouring divine, who was an honour to the ſa— 
cred function he profeſſed, without either auſte- 
rity of manners, or ſeverity of judgement. This 


gentleman had another pupil, ſon to the ju— 


ſtice of the quorum, (a man of much conſe- 
quence, though not large fortune) between 
whom and Mr. Bentley there ſubſiſted a moſt 
tender friendſhip. They had been acquainted 
from their infancy, were much of an age, and 
really ſimilar in their diſpoſitions. Theſe boys 
promiſed themſelves infinite ſatisfaction from 
ſpending the chief part of their days, if not 
under the ſame roof, at leaſt at a very ſmall 
diſtance from each other, and frequently amuſed 
themſelves in forming chimerical ſchemes of 


expectedly annihilated by the following acci- 
dent. 
Mr. Taylor, the father of Anthony's ie, 


ſecretly obtained an honourable appointment 


Madraſs, 
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nal Madraſs, and at eighteen years of age the 4 
n- youth was ſent over there. This ſeparation 1 
was mutually conſidered by theſe young friends 8 
ny as a terrible misfortune, and in order to ſoften a 
he in ſome meaſure the ſeverity of it, they deter- n 
To mined to tranſmit to each other, by every op- 1 
r- portunity, a faithful account of even the moſt k 
iſ- ordinary occurrence of their lives, by which tf 
: means they flattered themſelves they ſhould in 1 
ſome degree bafflle the perverſeneſs of that de- Fi 
N- ſtiny, which had placed them at ſuch an un- ; 
h- foreſeen and mortifying diſtance. They indeed 11 
a- borrowed this notion of a narrative correſpon- j 
e- dence, from the venerable author of Clariſſa, L 
1s it happening to coincide with their particular i 
u- inclinations. The day of parting was truly a # 
e- day of affliction to their young hearts, and af- a 
en ter having enjoyed each others converſation as 1 
{t long as was in their power, their laſt adieu was a 
d concluded with reiterated promiſes of faithfully 1 
1d performing this epiſtolary agreement, which 1 
78 was accordingly ſtrictly obſerved by them for 1 
m the ſpace of ſix years; but as nothing remark- f 
ot able happened to either of them during that | 
It term, I ſhall paſs over theſe juvenile days of ; 
d theirs in ſilence, and bring the reader acquaint- f 
of ed with Mr. Parker, the clergyman already men- 
1- tioned, ſome particulars of whoſe family it will 
- be neceſſary to relate, he having an immediate 


connection with the moſt intereſting parts of 
, this hiſtory. 
| Mr. Parker, at the time the young friends 
it were under his tuition, was poſſeſſed of no 
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other preferment than a vicarage of one hun- 
dred pounds a year; on which little income 
himſelf, a wife, and daughter ſubſiſted, and 
enjoyed a felicity unknown to the man of large 
poſſeſſions. Content and ſweet chearfulneſs 
opened their door, nor was it ever ſhut againſt 
the miſerable and diſtreſſed, or indigent ; for, 
notwithſtanding his beneficent heart was re- 
ſtrained within the narrow limits above-men- 
tioned, his advice, aſſiſtance and protection the 
wretched might ever command. : 

His wife was the only child of one Mr. 
Jones, an officer, and had been bred up with 
tenderneſs, delicacy, and prudence. Her mo- 
ther forfeited a handſome fortune by not ac- 
cepting a man propoſed to her by her relations, 
and preſuming to chooſe for herſelf, an action 
(as her huſband was the ſurvivor) which ſhe 
never lived to repent of, her affection for him, 
and his unabated tenderneſs to the laſt hour of 
her life, diminiſhing, in her eyes, the value of 
every other conſideration. 

Mr. Parker was a viſitor at Mr. Jones's 
ſome time before the daughter had the leaſt 
notion of his entertaining any particular regard 
for her; but upon the father's being ſeized with 
a fever, the ſymptqms of which were very un- 
favourable, he declared himſelf, and, with Miſs 
Jones's conſent, communicated his deſires of 
becoming a ſon to the dying man. A ſmile of 
pleaſure and approbation took poſſeſſion of his 
ghaſtly countenance, which remained fixed there 
even after his departure; then extending his 

feeble 
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feeble hand, Advance ſaid he, my friend, 
you have ſoftened for me the terrors of death, 
and I no longer feel a reluQance at quiting this 
place of diſappointment, ſickneſs, and tribula- 
tion. My child unprotected and unprovided 
for, I trembled but lately to think of, as the 
utmoſt I have to leave her will not amount to 
three hundred pounds ; but now I have the: con- 
folation of knowing, you will ſo generouſly and . 
abundantly ſupply to her the character I have 
filled, I ſhall wait my diſſolution with a reſig- 
nation, I hope, not altogether unworthy of the 
faith I profeſs. Remember, my Louiſa, con- 
tinued he, that there is nothing will avail you 
at the hour I am now experiencing, but the 
conſciouſneſs of a well-ſpent life ; be grate- 
ful, affectionate, and tender to the friend pro- 
vidence has ſo ſeaſonably given you, and let 
not your happy exemption from the evils and 
difficulties, you muft otherwiſe have been ex- 
poſed to, be ever forgotten by you.”? 

Poor Mr. Jones's ſpirits were now quite ex- 
hauſted, and he ſeemed inclined to take a little 
repoſe. But, his malady hourly increaſing, his 
phyſician, the next afternoon, at his repeated 
ſolicitations, acknowledged it to be his opinion 
that he had but a few hours to live. 

Mr. fs thanked him for his ingenuouſneſs, 
and beſought him to acquaint Mr. Parker, that 
his end was ſo near, and to defire him to bring 
his dear Louiſa to receive his laſt bleſſing. This 
melancholy ſummons was inſtantly complied 
with, Miſs Jones having only withdrawn, at 

| 5 her 
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her father's requeſt, whilſt he endeavoured to 
learn the true ſtate of his caſe from his phyſi- 
cian. At their approach, “I feel, ſaid he, 
my dear children, I feel myſelf much changed 
in point of bodily ſtrength, perhaps my ſenſes 
alſo may not remain long unimpaired; thus 


then (taking his daughter's hand, and as well 


as his feeble ſtate would permit, giving it to 
her lover) thus let me finiſh my mortal con- 
cerns : my tendereſt bleſſing for ever be poured 
upon you, and remember, O remember, it is 
my dying requeſt, that you would well conſider 
the inſtability of all ſublunary enjoyments, and 
ſeek an intereſt there, where true felicity is onl 

to be found.” The afflicted daughter, unable 
to ſuſtain the violent agitations, into which ſhe 
was thrown by this affecting ſcene, and which 
concealment ferved only to heighten, ſunk down 
on the floor, being ſupported only by the feeble 
hand of her father, the feel of which but too 
ſtrongly indicated the near approach of that 
grim monarch, who, alike unawed by great- 
neſs, as unmoved by tears, forces all to ſubmit 
to his uncontrouled power. In this ſtate ſhe 
was conveyed to another apartment, and as ſhe 
had a ſucceſſion of fits for ſome hours, her fa- 
ther breathed his laſt before ſhe came again to 
herſelf. Mr. Parker watched over her with the 
moſt tender regard, and ſoothed her returning 


reaſon with arguments the moſt prudently cal- 


culated to heal her wounded peace. 
He took upon himſelf the direction and ma- 
nagement of the laſt offices for his friend, for 


his 
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his Loui ſa's father; and when the funeral ſo- 
lemnity was over, and every thing ſettled and 
diſpoſed of to the beſt advantage, it appeared 
that two hundred and fifty pounds were the ut- 
moſt of Miſs Jones fortune. The diſconſolate 
daughter retired for a little while to an aunt's, 
*till time ſhould wear off the edge of her grief; 
and Mr. Parker viſited his vicarage, in order to 
prepare his habitation, in the beſt manner his 
circumſtances would admit, for the reception 
of his intended bride. He ſecured the ſmall 
fortune ſhe was intitled to, as a reſource for her 
in caſe of his deceaſe, and appointed truſtees to 
lay it out, with the annual augmentation of the 
intereſt it produced. More he would have done, 
but fortune had not given him the power of do- 
ing more. 

All things, being ſettled, their marriage was 
ſolemnized as ſoon as decency would permit, 
and Mrs. Parker arrived ſafe with her huſband 
at his peaceful vicarage. In due time they were 
bleſſed with a daughter, and in their lives it 
was abundantly exemplified, that happineſs is 
not the gift of the golden deity alone; but de- 
pendent on a right way of thinking, and a pro- 
per regulation of our paſſions and appetites. 

The happy pair had now a delightful taſk, to 
watch the dawn of infant reaſon, in order, as 
the poet expreſles it, 


— To rear the tender thought, 
And teach the young idea how to ſhoot. 


T o this truly parental employment they ap- 
FT B 4 plied 
DES 


= Ren >. — 
— - — - 5 0 
FY Ton. : 4 - 


** — A — — = 


8 FAMILY PICTURES. 


plied themſelves with ſo much diligence and 
ſucceſs, as to behold the object of their unin- 
terrupted care and kindneſs, not only free from 
all practical vice, but, to appearance, exempt 
alſo from every evil propenſity of human na- 
ture. 

The little Eliza, their daughter, had a per- 
fon, which, though it could not come under 
the denomination of beautiful, was perfectly 
agreeable. In her countenance was diſplayed a 
moſt charming ſenſibility, every feature glow- 
ing with viſible emanations of an intelligent and 
capacious mind. Her eye ſpoke ſoftneſs and 
love, but modeſty ſat enthroned on her brow, 
while meckneſs, gentleneſs, and ſimplicity of 
manners were her amiable characteriſticks. 


Beſides the advantages of education before 


obſerved, ſhe had in her father and mother the 
daily and ſtriking examples of conjugal affecti- 
on, univerſal benevolence, and charity in all 
its lovelineſs and attendant graces. 'Thus their 


precepts were enforced and explained by their 


practice; nor was one virtue left obſcure: or 
unintelligible to the underſtanding of their young 
upil. 

x This little family, on Mr. Parker's obtaining, 
a handſome benefice, removed to a village in 
Hertfordſhire, where they lived ſix years with- 
out receiving one viſit from Mr. Bentley, of 
whoſe proceedings we will now take a view; 
but as the whole of this relation 1s founded up- 
on facts, collected from perſons more or leſs 
concerned in the affairs of this family, we ſhall 

not 
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not confine ourſelves to forms or regularity, 
but render our accounts either hiſtorical or epiſ- 
tolary, as may beſt conduce to the reader's in- 
formation. 

Mr. Bentley, at the age of twenty-five, was 
unhappily deprived of his father by a fit of apo- 
plexy, (his mother had been taken off ſome 
years before) which ſevere ſtroke was heavily 
borne by him for ſome time; the parent, com- 
panion, and friend, being too much to reſign 
without the complicated pangs of filial regret, 
ſelf- love, and ſolitary exiſtence. He had, in- 
deed, a brother; but as their minds bore not the 
leaſt affinity to each other, they were of courſe 
ſtrangers to the higheſt ſatis faction the human 
heart is capable of, reciprocal friendſhip, and ſo- 
cial confidence. 

The ruling paſſion of Daniel (ſuch was the 
brother's name) was an unbounded avarice; his 
nature was groveling, ſuſpicious, and revenge- 
ful. Maſter of a deep cunning, he directed 
himſelf by that, and endowed with no inconſi- 
derable ſhare of low ambition, made uſe of his 
craft, as the means to riſe. Ten thouſand 
pounds, his mother's fortune, he enjoyed as the 
allotted proviſion for younger children, in which 
he had no competitor. 

Though an increaſe of fortune would have 
been highly grateful to him, yet he had not the 
courage to expoſe himſelf to the hazard of com- 
merce, or any of the other uſual methods of ac- 
quiring riches. He, therefore, prudently re- 
folved to make the utmoſt of his brother's ge- 
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newed it, however, previous to his intended vi- 
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neroſity, (which, in his heart, he deemed weak- 


neſs) by living upon him, in many particulars, 
beyond what could be done with a good grace. 
This was his motive for treating his brother 
with a ſhow of reſpect; and ſo far did the fra- 
ternal love of the latter extend, as to induce him 
to take up his reſidence in his houſe, fill a place 
at his table, and uſe his horſes as his own. Nay, 


further, though his brother was no ſportſman, 


he impoſed a pack of hounds from the ſame 
narrow motive, as an additional tax upon his 
hoſpitality. 

Mr. Bentley's home, however, was become ſo 
diſtaſteful to him on the death of his father, 
that he reſolved upon a little excurſion ; every 
object he beheld contributed to feed his melan- 
choly, and from abſence and time he found he 


. muſt ſeek that relief, which Bentley-hall and 


ſolitude could never give. 

Mr. Parker being the perſon upon earth he 
moſt eſteemed, except his abſent friend, he de- 
rermined, at this period, to make him a viſit. 
Re acquainted his brother with his intention, 
who fecretly rejoiced at it, as he ſhould by theſe 
means be at liberty to entertain his brethren of 
the chaſe free from the expenſe attendant on 
tavern meetings, and enjoy their boiſterous 
mirth without the leaſt check or interruption. 

There had been a ſhort interval in the cor- 
reſpondence already mentioned between the two 
young friends, occaſioned by an illneſs of Mr. 
Bentley, and the death of his father. He re- 


ſit, 
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| Acknowledge, my dear friend, that appear- 


ther ſuch a brother, as not to be fit to be en- 
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ſit, on which occaſion he expreſſed himſelf in 
the following manner. 


Mr. BENT LEX to Mr. TAYLOR. 


ances are ſtrongly againſt me, yet, I flatter 
myſelf, you will acquit me of every imputation 
of neglect, or abated affection, when I inform 
you of the melancholy cauſe of my ſilence. 
Would to God it had been derived from any 
other ſource ; yet I dare not murmur, though, 
at once, deprived of the beſt of fathers and 
friends; a fit of apoplexy, my dear Frank, 
brought this evil upon me, which I ſhall ever 
deplore. How infinitely has this great calami- 
ty aggravated my deteſtation of that iatal ſcheme 
of promiſed advantage, which induced your o- 
therwiſe good father to ſeparate us at ſuch a 
horrid diſtance, as to cut off all poſſibility of 
our meeting for many years. Shall I confeſs to 
you, that, deſtitute as I am of all family enjoy- 
ments, I have labovred under the ſtrongeſt 
temptations imaginable ſince this unhappy event, 
to make you a viſit in your remote corner of the 
world, and I really believe, I ſhou!d have vield- 
ed to theſe romantic impulſes, had my health 
not been in the precarious Rate it is, or my bro- 


truſted with the management of my affairs du- 
ring ſo long an abſence ; but as all theſe impe- 
diments 
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diments lay before me, I have fixed upon a 


journey rather more practicable, and perhaps 5 
alſo more prudent. This is a viſit to our vene- ſc 
rable tutor, who, you may remember, I inform- fi 
ed you immediately after your departure, was fi 
preſented to a living in. Hertfordſhire, of double f 
the income of his peaceful vicarage. The pre- T 
ſentation of the latter he obtained for a young 1 


man of but little intereſt, who offered to offici- 
ate for him as. his curate; but ſuch was his WF 
goodneſs of heart, that he could not permit an- 
other to experience the miſery of contracted 
circumſtances, whilſt he himſelf, as he called 
it, abounded ; an uncommon inſtance of creri- 
cal moderation. 

You know, my father and mother had a fin- 
gular eſteem for theſe worthy people, which is 
one great inducement to my taking the journey, 
as I hope, I ſhall not only recover the balm of 
peace, but have likewiſe the reiterated good in- 
ſtructions of that excellent man, whereby to re- 
gulate my future conduct. This is a critical 
period; J am now become (what many a young 
heart pants after,) maſter of my own actions. 
But alas ! how incapable am I, to ſwim in the 
rapid current of life, either with ſafety or honour, 
deprived as | am of that guide, without whoſe 
well-timed aſſiſtance I did not dare to venture 
one ſtep beyond my depth. | 

Yet ſo miſtaken and inconſiderate are the ge- 
nerality of youth, that their utmoſt wiſh is to 
have it in their power to expoſe themſelves, and 


they bleſs the hand that robs them of their ſup- 
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port and protection, from the vain conceit they 
have, becauſe they find they can chirp with 
ſome little facility, that flying is no difficult per- 
formance. Too frequently, however, even the 
firſt attempt undeceives them, and after many 
fruitleſs endeavours, to regain their former emi- 
nence, they at laſt become fenſible, that a much 
longer time, and an infinitely larger ſhare, of ex- 
perience, could alone have prevented the errors 
into which they find themſelves hurried by their 
ſelf-ſufficiency. . 

I am very ſerious, but you muſt indulge me; 
I think it is rather extraordinary that I am able 
to reſume my pen, or write with any coherency 
fo early after ſuch a calamity, for my dear fa- 
ther's remains have been lodged in peace by the 
ſide of my ever honoured mother only a fort- 
night this day, and here am I as forlorn and diſ- 
conſolate, as our firſt parent before the creation 
of the mother of mankind. 

Daniel, you are ſenſible, is not a companion 
for me, though I muſt do him the juſtice to ac- 
knowledge, he behaves himſelf much better 
than uſual. Whether the unexpected blow, 
we have ſo recently ſuſtained, has had a good 
effect upon his mind, or from what other mo- 
tive, Jam quite ignorant, but we really are up- 
on very tolerable terms. Yet, notwithſtanding 
all this, Bentley-hall is not the place for me at 
preſent ; therefore the next packet you receive 
trom me will be dated from Mr. Parker's, at 
whoſe houſe I hope ſoon to arrive. 
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It is needleſs to repeat my good wiſhes for a 
continuance (nay, if it pleaſe heaven an increaſe) 
of all your worldly felicity, or to offer any aſſu- 
rances of my unaltered and unalterable friend- 

_ ſhip; wherefore I ſhall only add one gheſtly ad- 
monition, remember me, and for ever be happier 
than is at preſent your's 


— 
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— 


| A. Bentley. 
CSS CSS SSSI CSE 
LETTER IT. from the ſame. 


Am now, my dear Frank after three days 

gentle and pleaſant travelling, ſafely arrived 
at our old friends, and meet with that welcome 
I had ſo much reaſon to expect. 

The dwelling-houſe was preſented to our tu- 
tor by his worthy patron, there being no habi- 
tation annexed to the living. 'The gardens are, 
it ſeems, by his particular taſte and direction, ſo 
crouded with yews, hollies, and every ſpecies of 
evergreens, that they might with great propri- 
ety be miitaken for the good gentleman's nur- 
ſery. 

'The village-clock ſtruck four when I arrived 
at this happy manſion, which, to my great mor- 
tification, I perceived through the open win- 
dows to be deſerted by its inhabitants. I, how- 
ever, rung the bell, and a man in a zenteel li- 
very, and of very ſober: appearance, immediate- 
* preſented himſelf. Upon enquiry I found the 

good 
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good folks were only withdrawn, agreeably to 


their afternoon's cuſtom, into their own ſhady 


antique gardens, and the ſervant having with 
much civility deſired me to alight, after ſeeing 
me within doors ran to acquaint his maſter with 
my arrival. 

The room, I was ſhewn into, was a very 
neat parlour, or more properly, I believe, our 
tutor's ſtudy, as its principal furniture conſiſted 
of that very library, the books of which you and 
I, by a peculiar indulgence, have ſo Dy 
turned over. 

Old Tray, our faithful companion in many a 
youthful frolick, either from an inſtinctive hoſ- 
pitality, or in conformity to the benevolent diſ- 
poſition of his maſter, (for it is impoſſible he 
ſhould retain a knowledge of me after an ab- 
ſence of ſix long years, altered too as I am,) 
careſſed me, with many honeſt marks of plea- 
ſure and tranſport. How did theſe familiar ob- 
jects recall to my imagination thoſe days of 
innocence and peace, thoſe ſcenes innumerable, 
in which you, my valued friend, played a part. 
The little heroes officiouſly obtruded themſclves 
on my internal view. My heart was incon- 
ceivably ſoftened at the recollection; nor do I 
know, how far the memorial of them might 
have prevailed, had not the ſervant awakened 
me from this pleaſing revery, by begging to 
know my name. I told him, it was no matter; 
he needed only acquaint Mr. Parker, that a 
gentleman, who appeared to be juſt come off a 
Journey, would be glad to ſpeak with him. 
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I wiſhed (and doubt not of my ſucceſs) to 
puzzle the Divine with conjectures, concerning 
who it could be, as he had not received' any 
previous notice of my intention to viſit him. 
A glaſs-door in ſome meaſure defeated my de- 
ſign, by diſcovering to him, to uſe his own 
friendly expreſſions, the man upon earth he 
moſt deſired, and leaſt expected to fee. 

After many unfeigned profeſſions of pleaſure 


| had paſſed on both ſides, Mr. Parker propoſed 


ſurpriſing his wife and daughter by an abrupt in- 
troduction of his viſitor, and upon my acquieſ- 
cence therein we immediately repaired to a beau- 
tiful alcove, where Eliza and her mother were 
fitting at work. : 

You muſt remember, that Eliza promiſed 
to be a very lovely woman, and I aſſure you, 
theſe laſt ſix years of her life have rendered her 
ſo in a very great degree. She was neat and 
blooming as a bride, and were J eaſter in my 
mind than at preſent I am, I would give you a 
very different deſcription of her, and at leaſt 
have compared her to ſome Sylvan Goddeſs. 
Mrs. Parker with apparent pleaſure and ſurpriſe 
aroſe to bid me welcome, and the fair Eliza 
made me an obliging compliment. 


Tea and coffee were ſoon after brought, and 
enquiries relative to their Woreeſterſhire friends 


fucceeded. - N 

A filial tear involuntarily ſtole down the cheek 
of thy Anthony, when I replied, © My diſmal 
dreſs, Sir, is a ſufficient information, that you 
have loſt one very ſincere well-wiſher.” A ſi- 


lence 
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tence enſued, as they all felt ſufficiently the 
meaning of my expreſſions, and were not a lit- 
tle affected at it. Mr. Parker, as he afterwards 
acknowledged, wiſhed much to be informed of 
the particulars of my dear father's death, but 
reſtrained his curioſity, from a tender regard for 
his pupil, and upon recovering himſelf, ſtar ted 
a ſubject, as if by accident, which contributed 
not a little to alleviate the ſorrow of his gueſt. 

This was a diſſertation on the ſupreme viſ- 
dom, and man's narrowſightedneſs, in which he 
proved to a demonſtration, that whatever ap- 
peared hard in our ſtate of mortality, we ſhould 
be hereafter convinced, was the happieſt fate 
that could have befallen us. 

He drew a ſtriking and odious picture of the 
ingrate who durſt preſume to complain, when 
ſurrounded with a multiplicity of bleſſings, be- 
cauſe, perhaps, one only was with-held ; ef- 
pecially, if he was permitted the enjoyment of 
it, until his own reaſon muſt inform him, that 
his loſs was productive of fulneſs of joy to the 
dear object of his affection and regret. This, 
continued the good and ſenſible man, is a weax- 
neſs, ſo interwoven with our nature, that it is 
the moſt difficult to be conquered of any, but 
if we duly weighed the ſelfiſh principle by which 
it is ſuggeſted, we ſhould baniſh it as unworthy 
the human breaſt.” 

I was ſenſible of the kind motive of theſe 
well-timed obſervations; and liſtened to them 
both with gratitude and attention. 'The virtu- 
ous man, however, dwelt not long upon theſe 

| ſerious 
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ſerious ſubjects, but as the evening was uncom- 
monly fine, he propoſed taking a walk till ſup- 
per-time: As you know, I am ſomewhat of a 
Naturaliſt, I enjoyed a particular ſatisfaction 
from the contemplation of ſome objects that 
preſented themſelves to our view, which though 
to vulgar eyes they appear as nothing, yet are 
often the moſt beautiful of Nature's produc- 
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In every rill a ſweet inſtruftion flowed. os 

Eliza partook along with us of theſe rational Hu 
and elegant pleaſures, as her father (to uſe his Hr. 
own words) was ſo peculiar in his ſentiments, le 

as not to judge it improper for a female to ſhare 

in the admiration of that great Being, of whoſe v 
work,, continued he, I have ever taught her to t 
conſider herſelf the ſecond beſt. 1 


6 She has learnt, added he, from my in- 
formation, that ſhe is a weaker and more de- 
pendant being than man, Providence for wiſe 
purpoſes having placed her in a more immedi- 
ate ſtate of ſubordination, but that ſhe is not to 
conceive from thence that her only value con- 
ſiſts in what the butterfly can boaſt in a much 
ſuperior degree, as ſuch erroneous ideas could 
only tend to iruſtrate the end of her creation, 
which is, undoubtedly, to render herſelf a ra- 
tional companion for the human ſpecies in ge- 
neral, and an uſeful member of ſociety.” 

We concluded the day conſiſtently with this 
family's particular notion of things ; for having 
convinced themſelves, that their own wiſdom 
and foreſight were inſufficient to ſecure 2 

rom 
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from the dangers and calamities incident to 
mortality, and, conſequently, that the protec- 
tion of the great author of their exiſtence was 
abſolutely eſſential to that important purpoſe, 
at they fancied it incumbent upon them to return 
:h their grateful acknowledgements for the bleſ- 
re Wl ſings they were permitted to enjoy, and the 
- WW evils from which they were happily exempt- 
ed, and to repeat their humble ſolicitati- 
ons for a continuance thereof. After which 
il BY unfaſhionable, though ſurely not unneceſſary ce- 
is remony, we ſeparated early on account of my 
„ late fatigue. 

Thus, my Frank, have I given you the tri- 
vial tranſactions of the day. My knowledge of 
the ſtrength and livelineſs of your imagination 
incites me to be ſo particular, in order that, as 
you are acquainted with the humour and diſpo- 
ſition of each member of this little community, 
except Eliza, you may fancy yourſelf a partaker in 
all our innocent amuſements and converſation, 
and if I may be permitted to judge of your heart 
by my own, you will not think me too minute 
or tedious. Adieu, my dear friend. May every 
good angel protect you, and render your buſy 
ſcene of life equally profitable, and inoffenſive, 
with that of the happy family I am at preſent 
with, 


A. B. 
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LETTER III. tre 


Thank you, my friend, for the packet I Wl all 

have juſt received, and congratulate both | 
you and myſelf on your third advancement, as I i 
flatter myſelf you have now made three ſteps | 
towards our happy climate, for, ſurely, when 
once the pecuniary wiſhes of your friends are 
anſwered, you will not be fo infatuated, as to 
continue in your exile, or they ſo unnatural, as 
not to ſolicit your return to honeſt England, 
where liberty and plenty hold their uninterrupt- Þ 
ed reign ; but this is an event that muſt be ſub- | 
mitted to time, that ſlow, though certain reme- | 
dy for every evil. 

I will now give you ſome particulars of this 
peaceful manſion, and its appertenences. The 
ſituation of 1t is delightful, and very little in- 
debted to art. The gardens are pleaſant, though 
ſtuffed with-gloomy bowers, in oppoſition to our 
modern improvements ; and however unfaſhion- 
able this may be, yet it is not without its beau- 
ties. - You will find a very pictureſque defcrip- 
tion of them in the following lines : 


Bt 
n 


Grove nods at grove, each alley has a brother, 
And half the platform but reflects the other. 


What renders this Gothic taſte agreeable to 
them is, the ſatisfaction they alternately enjoy 
in being ſheltered from the midday-heat, under 
theſe friendly ſhades, where the ladies, as the 
worthy ſervant informed me, amuſe themſelves, 
| in 
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in providing the firſt dreſſes, for every little 
ranger their poor neighbours are likely to in- 
troduce into life, whilſt the Gentleman enter- 
tains them with ſuch authors, as, you may be 
aſſured, muſt infallibly improve. 

I ſtrolled into the garden, at an early hour 
being invited by the chearful inhabitants of our 
tutor's groves, and the beauty of the morning. 
I ſoon perceived, Eliza had been up ſome time 
before me, notwithſtanding it was yet little 
more than ſix o'clock, and on expreſſing my 
ſurpriſe to an old man that was employed in 
rolling a graſs-walk, he told me, that her uſual 
hour of riſing was between five and fix, to 
which unpolite cuſtom there is no doubt but 
ſhe is in a great meaſure indebted for that love- 
ly vermillion which conſtantly adorns her cheeks, 
and is no inconſiderable addition to the native 
luſtre of her fine blue eyes. 

Had it been her lot to have ſpent any time in 
the Beau Monde, ſhe might perhaps, have ac- 
quired taſte enough to prefer Spaniſh arts to the 
beautiful tint of Nature; but this is merely a 
perhaps, for ſo much does ſhe admire, what is 
perfectly genuine in every other reſpect, that it 
is more than probable ſhe would have continued 
incorrigible in this particular likewiſe, as the 
prejudices of education are not eaſily overcome. 

It is to be lamented, that ſo little attention is 
paid to this important article by thoſe few mo- 
thers who condeſcend to take upon them the 
direction of their daughters education, as well 
as thoſe ladies who preſide over the ſchools and 
ſemi- 
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ſeminaries of female literature ; the firſt im- 
preſſion their tender minds receive being uſually 
the ſtrongeſt, and ſo much depending upon it, 


that the giving a right or wrong bent to the! 


Judgement and inclinations is fairly to be im- 
pute to it, 

Ihe breakfaſt-ſummons aſſembled this little 
family together, when the uſual enquiries were 


made concerning my repoſe and health. II 
aſſured them, (and it was really a fact) that I Þ 
had not enjoyed ſo much tranquillity ſince the] 
commencement of my father's melancholy dif- I 
order, as I had done the preceding night, for, 
continued I, addreſſing myſelf to my tutor, the | 


arguments, you, Sir, ſo kindly made uſe of laſt 


night, to reconcile me to the diſpenſations of | 


Providence, operated like an opiate, and lulled 
my cares into a pleaſing oblivion. 
This reply introduced a ſubject relative to the 


ſudden illneſs and departure of my dear father, | 


which engaged us for ſome time, on the con- 
cluſion of which, at my requeſt, the morning 
was ſpent in alternate reading and commenting 
upon the moſt ſtriking paſſages of ſome of our 
beſt Engliſh writers. The only families, with 
which Mr. Parker has any great connexion, are 
his Patron's, and a plain village apothecary's. 
The former (Sir Jobn Darlington) has an un- 
common reſerve in his diſpoſition, which car- 
ries the appearance of pride, and, I muſt con- 
teſs, is to me very forbidding. My tutor, how- 
ever, aſſures me, my unfavourable impreſſion of 
this gentleman will be removed on an 1mprove- 

ment 
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ment of our acquaintance; I will not be too 
poſitive, but I find myſelf far gone in infidelity. 

His lady has a tincture of the ſame humour, 
though eaſy and well-bred. Her ſilence, I am 
perſuaded, arifes from her good fenſe and com- 
placency to Sir Fobn. They have a ſon and a 
daughter, but as they are both children, I ſhall 
not introduce them to your acquaintance. 

Mr. Simpſon, the apothecary, is a man of uni- 
verſal reputation, and a meek and gentle de- 
meanor ; he is the echo of a neighbouring phy- 
ſician whom I greatly diſlike, and happily have 
little or no connexion with. Mr. Simpſon has 
one daughter, a woman of thirty, with all the 
gaiety and giddineſs of a girl of fifteen, She 
has had a great deal of money expended in her 
education, and has acquired juſt ſo much know- 
ledge as to render herſelf ridiculous, and affeQa- 
tion ſufficient to diſguſt a fribble. She has caſt 
abundance of lures to attract my obſervation, 
I do indeed, obſerve her, but it is in a diſad- 
vantageous light, and merely as ſhe is a foil to 
her amiable contraſt Eliza, who has the art of 
appearing ſo unconſcious of her own ſuperior 
merit, that, were it not a reflection on her un- 
der ſtanding, I ſhould verily conclude, that ſhe 
believed herſelf entirely upon an equality with 
this piece of artificial deformity. 

With the occaſional company and converſa- 
tion of the above-mentioned neighbours, and 
our valuable morning amuſements, which we 
conſtantly repeat, we vary our lives here very 
agreeably, pleaſing and pleaſed with each other. 
Madam 
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ture, I ſhould welcome it as the happieſt of my 
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Madam Luna has now made one entire revo- 
lution ſince my arrival at this bliſsful ſeat, and 
is a ſecond time declining; tell me then ingeni- 
ouſly, my friend, if you do not begin to think, 
it is time I ſhould remember, there is ſuch a 
place on this terreſtrial ball as Bentley-hall. 

Alas ! notwithſtanding my affected gaiety, it 
is with the utmoſt reluctance I admit the recol- 
lection, as I have great reaſon to apprehend, that 
the remedy I ſought in this retirement for my 
former diſagreeable refleQions, will prove an in- 
finite aggravation of them. | 

I ſhould be a ſtranger to theſe tender ſenſati- 
ons, were you, the companion of my heart, 
within my reach, and, inſtead of dreading, as I 
really do, the approaching hour of my depar- 


life; but Bentley-hall with only Daniel and his 
hounds is more terrible to my apprehenſion than 
even the deſerts of Arabia would be, either with 
you, or the company I now enjoy. 

To ſeparate myſelf from my good tutor, his 
agreeable wife, and the much more agreeable 
Eliza is a taſk, I am convinced, I ſhall perform 
with a very ill grace, but I muſt ſubmit to cruel 
neceſſity, and perhaps the ſooner the better. 

I am reſolved, therefore, this very day, Mon- 
day Auguſt the 4th, to communicate my inten- 
tion of leaving them ; ſo adieu for the preſent, 
my much loved friend, and expect to receive 
my next from another place. 8 

Tueſday morning. Here am I got again to my 
ſcribbling without having had ſufficient courage 
to put my yeſterday's reſolution in practice. N 

| $ 
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As you are at fo great a diſtance, I will bold- 
ly acknowledge to you all my weakneſſes, though 
I have in reality too good an opinion of your can- 
dour, to ſuſpect you to be capable of rallying a 
friend under ſuch diſagreeable circumſtances, 
had you neither ſea nor land to intercept your 
will; and in this confidence I give you the par- 
ticulars of my preſent condition. | 

My countenance has abſolutely contracted an 
unuſual chagrin, and many fighs involuntarily 
eſcape me, inſomuch, that this amiable family 
bave acknowledged that they are both alarmed 
and ſurpriſed at the ſudden alteration, ſo appa- 
rently viſible in my countenance and deport- 


| ment, | 

: They are far, however, I am certain, from 
l ſuſpecting the cauſe, as I intimated, the morn- 
, ing after my arrival, my motives for making 
n A” 

. them a viſit at that juncture, and I doubt not 


but they expect my continuance with them, at 
leaſt for three months. | 

I know not why, but J really experience ſome 
new and ſome extraordinary ſenſibilities, which 
1 | I can no more account for than my friends can- 
| for my altered looks and behaviour. 

The image of the lovely Eliza is ever occur- 
ring to my imagination, which occaſions a plea- 
ſing ſoftneſs in my heart, I do not wiſh-to loſe. 
It is not love, my Frank, I forbid that conſtruc- 


. tion, but it is owing to a very ſtriking reſem- 
blance, between my dear mother, and this wor- 
4 thy girl, both in perſon, manners, and diſpoſi- 


tion; whoſe memory, you are ſenſible, I have 
Vor. I. E ever 
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ever Cheriſhed with the moſt tender regard. I 
can now form an imperfect judgment of what 
the ſeparation from ſuch a woman muſt have 
coſt my father. Nor, indeed, did he ever en- 
tirely conquer that affliction to the laſt hour of 
his life. IJ wonder, in reality, that he ſurvived it 
ſo long ; but he had my brother and me, in ſome 
meaſure, to divert his thoughts, whereas who 
ſhall IJ have to perform that friendly office by 
me when------when what------ I ſtart at my own 
refletions, but am not, however, diſingenuous 
in adding, when I am ſeprated from this agree- 
able family. 

I am not ſufficiently compoſed at preſent to en- 
ter into a cloſe examination of myſelf, but the 
next account you hear from me, ſhall be per- 
fectly clear, and free from ambiguity, until 
which I ſhall remain as uſual, 


Yours, 
A. B. 
NN NN Ne 
LETTER IV. 


O Frank, 1 thus haſtily reſume my pen to 
tell thee, I have met with my puniſhment, 
ample puniſhment, for attempting to impoſe 
both upon you and myſelt. 

You, undoubtedly, have found me out long 
ago, for JI perceive on caſting my eye curſorily 
over my undiſpatched letter, that the _— 

{ 
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Eliza has begun, and ended every line ; but take 
my confeſſion in form, and then abſolve me, if 
you can. 

Several days elapſed, before I could ſo far 
ſubdue my heart- felt weakneſs, as even to flatter 
myſelf I was equal to one advance towards a ſe- 
paration from this family. But this morning 

(too early for me to be ſuſpected of wanting va- 
lour) I perſuaded myſelf, that one ſtruggle alone 
was ſufficient, to conquer my idle puſillanimity, 
and that that hour, or never, 1t muſt be put in 
execution. | 

I, therefore, went down to breakfaſt brim- 
ful of reſolute and heroick intentions, when, en- 
tering the parlour, I was ſurpriſed to find no 
one but my tutor at the tea-table, (on which 
were placed only two cups and ſaucers inftead 
of the wonted number) and with viſible dejecti- 
on in his countenance. My heart felt an alarm 
it could hardly ſuſtain, and I enquired with 
much trepidation, where Miſs and Mrs. Parker 


were. The good Divine, with an emotion he 


vainly endeavoured to ſuppreſs, replyed, © My 
dear child is taken ill; my wife is with her in 
her apartment, and begs your excuſe for not at- 
tending at breakfaſt.” | 

A clap of thunder, though ever ſo tremen- 
dous, could not have operated more ſtrongly 
upon my ſoul than this intelligence. Suddenly 
ill, repeated I with the utmoſt agitation, Mits 
Eliza taken ſuddenly ill; when, recollecting my- 
ſelf a little, I ſaid with rather more compoſure, 
[ hope, ſhe is in no danger? “ I hope not, re- 
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plyed Mr. Parker, but as our Eliza has never 
had the ſmail-pox, every trifling diſorder fills us 
with apprehenſions. I tremble, continued the 
good man, to find my affections ſo entirely en- 
groſſed (as I have now reaſon to be convinced 
they are) by this dear girl, leſt for my puniſh- 
ment the Almighty ſhould deprive me of her; 
I am, indeed, highly culpable, for I have made 
a treaſure, an idol of her, without conſidering, | 
that ſhe was, perhaps, only lent me for a tryal, 
and to bring me by her early departure to a con- 
viction of the frailty and preſumption of my 
heart in thus daring to over-value a piece of 
mortality.“ 5 

I was unable to offer the leaſt conſolation to 
this good parent, and therefore a profound fi- Þ 
lence enſued during our ſhort breakfaſt, our ap- 
petites ſympathizing with each other. At!“ 
length, the phyſician already mentioned, having 
been ſent to, arrived, and threw me by his hor- | 
rid and unexpected appearance into freſh dif- 
compoſure and diſorder. 5 

He was conducted upſtairs by the fond fa- Þ 
ther, and I waited their return, with the agita- 
tion of a condemned criminal, flattered with the 
expectation of a reprieve. 

At laſt the man of ſkill and copious periwig 
quitted the dear girl's apartment, and entered 
the parlour, where I ſtill continued. Though 
I had been at the utmoſt pains to prepare my- 
ſelf for his reception, I enquired rather too 
haſtily after his lovely patient. The phyſician 
declared, in terms that did honour to the facul- 


ty, 


FAMILY PicTuRES. 29 


ty, that the ſymptoms were certainly very fa- 
vourable, but as certainly denoted the approach 
of a diſagreeable diſtemper; but, added he, as 
Miſs Parker's habit of body i 1s naturally good, 

I hope, there is no danger. It 1s the ſmall-pox 
then? interrogated I with viſible diſorder. Un- 
doubtedly, Sir, replyed this great man, and I 
have preſcribed accordingly; there 1s a draught 
to be taken, added he, immediately; you'll 
pleaſe to let it be ſent for, addreſſing himſelf to 
Mr. Parker, as ſoon as your ſervant returns. I 
took the liberty of ſending him a couple of miles 
about, to deliver a meſſage for me, but he can- 
not be long. 

I could ſcarcely contain myſelf at the conclu- 
ſion of this ſpeech. My beloved Eliza to be 
neglected for any other buſineſs upon earth ap- 
peared to me highly unreaſonable, and I there- 
fore inſiſted upon carrying doctor Dent's pre- 
ſcription myſelf to the apothecary, leſt Miſs 
Parker might ſuffer by the delay. 

My tutor ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed me in this par- 
ticular, and ſaid, he was the propereſt perſon to 
perform that office, but I couid not perſuade 
myſelf, that even this affeQionate father could 
do this important buſineſs fo effectually as your 
humble fervant ; I therefore catched up the pre- 
ſcription, and, upon the wings of log 
this * of the ſons 'of eh, or 
rather their co- operator. 

I waited while the dexterous pharmaceutick 


prepared the preſcribed potion, and then with 


the quickeſt diſpatch conveyed it to my tutor. 
C 3 „ Had 
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Had Mr. Parker's mind been leſs diſcompoſed, 
he would have eaſily penetrated the motions by 
which I was actuated, nor have imputed that 
merely to the natural goodneſs of my diſpoſition, 
which was incited by more tender ſentiments 
than I had ever before experienced. 

Mr. Parker, afterwards, offered to attend me 
into the garden as uſual, but I declared that, 
unleſs he would treat me in a friendly and un- 
ceremonious manner, nor give me the leaſt rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect that I occaſioned him the ſmalleſt 
conſtraint, I would quit his houſe immediately, 
Upon this declaration we ſeparated, the good 
Divine retiring to his cloſet, and your diſconſo- 
late friend (now the indiſputable lover of Eliza) 
ſtrolled into the garden. 

Alas ! how changed the ſcene ; the walks, the 
ſhades, the melody of birds, the beauty of the 
flowers yielded no more to me the leaſt delight. 
Ihe ſo much frequented alcove, in which I had 
enjoyed ſuch heart- felt ſatisfaction, only contri- 
buted to increaſe my uneaſineſs. A train of 
wounding reflections obtruded themſelves to my 
imagination, and I could not help often repeat- 
ing to myſelf, There was the dear creature”s ſeat, 
to which, perhaps, ſhe will never, never more re- 
turn; there would ſhe talk, good Gods, how ſhe 
would talk ! I then, in order to divert m 
thoughts, gathered a roſe, and would have con- 
templated its beauty, but in vain; it only brought 
to my recollection Colin's lamentation for the 
abſence of his admired Phœbe, which I think ſo 
very natural and poetical, that I will make no 

| apo- 
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apology for indulging myſelf with tranſcribing 
the whole ſtanza. 


« Roſe, what is become of thy delicate hue ? 
« And where is the violet's beautiful blue ? 

„ Does ought of its ſweetneſs the bloſſom beguile ? 
«© That meadow, thoſe daiſies, why do they not ſmile ? 
« Ah rivals, I ſee, what it was that you dreſt, 
« And made yourſelves fine for ; a place in her breaſt, 
«& You put on your colours, to pleaſure her eye, 


« To be plucked by her hand, on her boſom to die.“ 


You know, Frank, I have never had this diſ- 
temper, yet ſuch is my infatuation, that I ſhall 
induftriouſly preſerve it a ſecret, left I ſhould be 
hurried from the houſe of my Eliza, which 
would be worſe to me than death. I am, there- 
fore, determined, at all events, to preſerve my 
continuance. 

Having ſpent ſome time in the manner I have 
deſcribed, I returned to. the houſe, but my 
heart, as I approached, underwent the moſt ter- 
rible palpitations, leſt I ſhould hear ſome bad 
news concerning my Eliza. Happily my fears 


were needleſs, for ſhe continued much the ſame 


till the third day, when her diſorder began to 
ſhow itſelf, and proved to be a very favourable 
ſort. We were ſo happy as to have a period 
put to our ſuſpence the ſeventh day, the diſtem- 
per arriving then to ſo early a criſis, that her 
phyſician declared, his fair patient was quite out 
of danger. 'There is, however, a misfortune 
in ſtore for this virtuous family, which they lit- 
tle apprehended would have come upon them. 

C 4 How 
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How ſhall I tell you, that'T have been this af- 
ternoon ſeized with ſickneſs and pain ? but be- 
fore I would ſuffer the phyſician to examine my 
pulſe, (too con ſcious of the diſorder by which I 
ſuppoſed myſclt attacked) I begged to ſpeak 
with my tutor in private. 

« My friend, ſaid I, what apolog y ſhall I 
make to you for bringing this new aftiiction up- 
on you ? I am afraid, I have caught this unhap- 
py infection, and am ſenſible the ſymptoms are 
not the moſt promiſing. I muſt beg, you will 
take care of theſe few papers, and ſhould the 
conſequence of my indiſcretion prove fatal, I en- 
treat you will yourſelf examine the contents in 
the preſence of my brother Daniel, and take the 
trouble of informing him, that I declared to you, 
it was my laſt will and teſtament, and put by me 
as ſuch into your hands.“ 

You cannot be ſurpriſed, knowing what you 
do of my heart, when I tell you, that I have en- 
titled my Eliza by the deeds, with which I have 
entruſted her father, to all my perſonal eſtate and 


effects, reſerving only a ſmall legacy or token of 


remembrance for you, as, by inheriting the pa- 
ternal part, my brother will acquire more than, 
I fear, he will make an honourable uſe of. 

I am well acquainted with the ſmall proviſi- 
on Mr. Parker is able to make for this amiable 
girl, and I, therefore, conſidered this diſpoſition 
merely as a common act of juſtice, as it was my 
intention, if I had eſcaped, or if I ſurvive this 
malady, to ſolicit her participation of the whole. 
Theſe 
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Theſe my private ſentiments I have never yet 
given the ſlighteſt intimation of, nor have I in- 
formed this worthy man, of what nature the pa- 
pers are, I have lodged in his cuſtody, but have 
ſpecified my motives at large in the preamble 
to my will. 

Mr. Parker appeared moſt ſenſibly affected, 
both at my expreſſions, and the cauſe of them; 
but it was in vain for him, to reflect that this 
evil might have been avoided by my having 
timely quitted his family, Without allowing him 
time to reply, I reſumed, “ I read, Sir, your 
friendly concern in your countenance, but J 
have further to requeſt, that you would endea- 
vour to get a room for me at Mr. Simpſon's, 
for I am determined not to become an incum- 
brance to this family.“ 

«© That, I aſſure you, you ſhall not, returned 
Mr. Parker with a friendly warmth, for I would 
as ſoon part with my own child, as turn you out 
under ſuch circumſtances. You ſhall have your 
own apartment prepared for you, and I will en- 
deavour to procure you a good nurſe. It is in 
vain for you to oppoſe my reſolution, continued 
he, (perceiving I was about to reply) for you 
ſhall ſubmit to my management. But let us not 
be too premature in our judgments, but conſult 
Mr. Dent, before we proceed any farther.” 

'The phyſician was ſummoned immediately, 
and ſoon confirmed our apprehenſions, and, aſ- 
ſuming a moſt dolorous countenance, added, 
that, if the young gentleman was ſenſible he ne- 
ver had that diſorder, and choſe to expoſe him- 
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ſelf in the manner he had done, it would have 
been proper to have made ſome phyſical prepa- 
ration, that he might have taken the infection 
more kindly. 

But whatever may be the conſequence of this 
alarming diſtemper, do not you, my dear friend, 
impute either raſhneſs or preſumption to me, in 
having thus expoſed myſelf to a contagion which, 
perhaps, might have overtaken me, had J at- 
tempted to fly from it. I could not have an- 
ſwered it to my conſcience to have ruſhed into 
a certain danger any more than I can reconcile 
either to my reaſon or religion the notion of eſ- 
caping the hand of Providence. You may, poſ- 
ſibly, be inclined to place my conſcientiouſneſs 
-on this occaſion to another cauſe ; do what you 
pleaſe by it, I am all ſubmiſſion, but muſt declare 
you to be an incompetent judge of the reaſona- 
bleneſs or propriety of my proceedings, While 
your own heart remains untouched by the gen- 
_ tle fame with which mine has been ſome time 
inſpired. | 

My pen and ink is ſeized by my good tutor, 
which, indeed, I am now able to make but very 
litile uſe of, and I am only permitted to add, 
that in all conditions, proſperous or adverſe, 
nick or well, nay, (if ſome ſymptoms be true) 
alive or dead, I ſhall ever remain yours, 


* A. B. 
* * * 
Mr Be ul being now incapacitated for wri- 
ling, 
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ting, I muſt inform my readers, from true re- 
ports: of the intermediate occurrences. 

Mr. Parker was ſincerely diſtreſſed, in what 
manner to break this unlucky accident to his 
wife. He knew, ſhe had an extreme affection for 
Mr. Bentley, and apprehended, that one misfor- 
tune, ſo ſuddenly ſucceeded by another, might 
be too much for her (at beſt) but delicate ſpi- 


ritss However, as it was inevitable, he went 


into Eliza's apartment, and, after chatting ſome 
time, ſaid to the good mother, My dear, I 
ſhould be glad to ſpeak with you.”? 


Elia felt not the leaſt alarm, her nurſe being 
preſent, and Mr. and Mrs. Parker withdrew to- 


gether. | | 

The good huſband, with the utmoſt tender- 
neſs, begged his dear Louiſa not to be ſhocked, 
but that Mr. Bentley was not very well, and it 
was Mr. Dent's opinion, the diforder was likely 
to prove the ſmall-pox. : 

&© Good God, cried Mrs. Parker, what is it 
you tell me ! ſurely, my dear, this is very unfor- 
tunate.“ | 


I confeſs it does appear ſo, replied Mr. Parker, 


on the firſt reflection, but, perhaps, it may be 
happy in its conſequence. This young gentle- 
man, very probably, might not have paſſed his 


days without this affliction, and as he has not 


now either father or mother to perform the ſame 
kind offices for him, we have been ſo induſtri- 
ouſly engaged in for our Eliza, where could it 
have happened fo well, as under the roof of his 
ſincere friends? The Almighty has been ſo gra- 
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36 
cious as to ſpare our child to our fond wiſhes, 
then let us not murmur at this viſitation.“ 

Mrs. Parker felt the intended force of this 
argument, and it had the deſired effect upon her 
heart. She, therefore, chearfully gave due di- 
rections for every neceſſary preparation, to ac- 
commodate the unfortunate gentleman in the 
beſt manner, who by eleven at night grew quite 
delirious. 

Vet even then his imagination was continu- 
ally employed upon his beloved Eliza. The 
doctor and nurſe had but little hope, his blood, 
from the violent agitations his ſpirits had under- 
gone, being in a very bad ſtate, and he was as 
miſerably afflicted by this cruel diſtemper, as 
any being ever was, who ſurvived it, and it was 
apprehended for a long time that he would have 
loſt one of his eyes. 

In this lamentable condition did he continue 
full three weeks. The phyſician and apotheca- 
ry attended him the whole night that was judged 
moſt critical, and expected every moment (for 
ſome hours) to be his laſt. 

It pleaſed God, however, to ſupport him be- 
yond their expectation, and they were convin- 
ced - by morning, the dangerous period was over. 
With this agreeable news they revived the 
drooping ſpirit. of Mr, and Mrs. Parker. As 
for Eliza, they had detained her under various 
pretences in her chamber, without the leaſt 
knowledge of Mr. Bentley's ſufferings, until they 
had it in their power to inform her that he was 
upon the recovery. | 

1 This 
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This was, however, merely the effect of that 
tender conſideration, in which they ever held 
their daughter's repoſe, and not from the ſmall- 
eſt ſuſpicion, that her heart was at all particu- 
larly intereſted on his account. It was, never- 
theleſs, a happy precaution ; for the gentle Eliza 
was but too ſenſible of Mr. Bentley's merit, to 
have enjoyed much tranquillity, had ſhe been 
acquainted with his deplorable condition. 

At the expiration of one fortnight, after the 
turn of this diſtemper, this gentleman was ca- 
pable of being conveyed into the dining-room, 
and of receiving the congratulatory compliments 
of his friends, 

Eliza happened to ſee him, as he was carried 
in a chair, unperceived by the young gentleman, 
and was extremely ſhocked at the unhappy al- 
teration in him, which had occaſioned the poor 
lover himſelf an infinite ſhare of chagrin. He 
had too much good ſenſe, indeed, to ſuffer the 
leaſt mortification from any value he fet upon 
his perſon, but he was not ſure that it might 
not injure him in the eyes of the only woman 
he had ever been ambitious of being approved 
by; and as lovers are always tormenting them- 
ſelves with unneceſſary fears, he imagined ſhe 


could not behold him without both horror and 


diſapprobation. 

He did the young lady, however, great injuſ- 
tice in his conjectures, for notwithſtanding ſhe 
really felt ſome concern at his ſudden meta- 
morphoſis, yet ſhe had a mind incapable of be- 
ing very deeply affected by externals, and con- 

: ſequently 
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ſequently whatever effect that alteration might 


have upon her with regard to his perſon, her eſ- 
teem for his internal qualities ſtill remained un- 
ſhaken. | | 

Theſe were the attractions that had wrought up- 
on her, attractions whole luſtre was not to be im- 
paired by diſeaſe, and therefore ſhe felt not the 
leaſt abatement of that cordial approbation ſhe 
had begun to entertain of him before her own 
and his illneſs. She ſecretly thanked heaven, 
however, that her face had not undergone the 
ſame fate, as ſuch an event, ſhe feared, might 
have deſtroyed every part of that admiration 
which Mr. Bentley had betrayed towards her up- 
on more than one occaſion. 

Such were the private ſentiments and reflec- 
tions of this young gentleman and lady, when 
an accident happened which furniſhed them with 
an opportunity of diſcovering the true ſtate of 
each other's minds without reſerve ; but as Mr. 


Bentley was now become capable again of reſu- 


ming his pen, my readers are to gather their in- 
formation of it from the enſuing epiſtle. 


NORCO OOO XIE 


LETTER V. 


Ongratulate me, my friend, on my happy 
recovery. At laſt, thank God, I am juſt 

able to tell you, that I am reſtored to health, 
but ſuch a ſpectacle, you would be ſhocked even 
at a deſcription of me. I have, indeed, been 
moſt 


FAMILY PICTURES. 39 


moſt miſerably mauled. How I ſhall appear in 
the eyes of my Eliza, I know not, but think, I 
may rely upon the goodneſs of her underſtand- 
ing, as well as the excellency of her heart, as a 
ſufficient ſecurity for me from contempt ; and 
pity, you know, is a tender paſſion. I will give 
you the particulars of this much dreaded inter- 
view ſome time hence, for I find myſelf too 
weak to add any more at this juncture ; there- 
fore muſt bid you adieu. 


Mr. BENTLEY #n continuation. 


HE day is over, my Frank, and I have 

had the ſatisfaction to diſcover, that the 
mind of the dear object of my tendereſt regard 
is not within the reach of common accidents. 

At eleven o'clock my good tutor repaired to 
the dining-room, in order to be ready there to 
receive and welcome me on my happy enlarge- 
ment, where I was in a ſhort time after convey- 
ed, for you muſt know, my feet are ſtill fo ten- 
der that I am not able to walk. 

He received me with unfeigned pleaſure, and 
ſhaking me gently by the hand, “ I do, ſaidthe, 
I do conſider this as a happy day, indeed, a day 
ſo much the happier, as I muſt now confeſs to 
you, that J really deſpaired at one time of ſeein 
it. My wife and daughter too will equally re- 
Joice with me, as we arc now relieved from an 
unſpeakable anxiety.” Thus ſpoke the good 

man; 


— 
— — 5 
— — — 


— o 
— — — — 
— — — 
a 2 — — 
1 * — 
— —— — 
— — — 
—— — — — 
— A — — 
= ” — — — — — — 
— — — — * 
— — — — — ear wy as — 
2 —  <<_— — — — 2 


— — 4 — — . — — — 
n — — — — — — 
a — — — — — _— = - - — = 
- * — — - = r_—_—_ 
= _ — — — — == 
— * * — —— — — pap 
— — 4 2 — - ns — — . 
—— — — — — - — — — . 
[ - - * — 
2 2 — * — > _ — Page = 
— — no — <-> — — - * 
— — — - Sz * -—_ - - = - - — 
—_— — 2 — 82 


40 Family PicTuREs. 


man ; for my own part I would freely have 
given an ear to know, whether my beloved Eliza 
had ſhewn any uncommon ſenſibility on my ac- 
count, but it was a ſtring too delicate to be 
touched upon, I therefore only replied, that I 
had not words to expreſs the gratitude I felt for 
a family, who had taken ſo much care of me, 
during ſo dangerous an illneſs, but that I ſhould 
endeavour to requite their goodneſs, by making 
them all the returns in my power, for the trou- 
ble I had occaſioned them. 

6 You owe us no returns, replied the wor- 
thy man, with all that benignity of countenance, 
ſo deſcriptive of the foul it is actuated by. What 
we did was only a common act of humanity ; 
the merit of which is totally deſtroyed by the 
reflection, that you are the ſon a gentleman 
whoſe memory we ſhall ever revere, and the 
pupil of that man that afforded you thoſe little 
accommodations under his roof, which you have 
the means of purchaſing from the greateſt ſtran- 
ger. Another thing too which rendered ſuch an 
act of humanity the more incumbent on us, is 
that you had contracted the diſtemper which 
gave occaſion to it, under our roof, and by 
means of that very friendſhip which has ren- 
dered you ſo worthy of the utmoſt we can do 
to repair it.“ 

« Ah, Sir,” ſaid I,“ why ſhould you en- 
deavour to extenuate a good action merely be- 
cauſe it is your own, when at the ſame time you 
would not fail to extol it in any other perſon ? 

« Mr. Bentley, returned he with great ear- 
neſtneſs, 


* r 
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Ineſtneſs, if T have rendered you any ſervice, I 
Yam ſuiticicently repaid by your bare acknow- 
ledgements; do not, therefore, hurt me with 
any more profeſſions of this kind, but conſult 
your own heart, and whatever eſtimation you 
would be inclined to ſet upon a ſimilar kindneſs 
to a child of mine, ſuch only I can allow you 
to ſet upon this.” 

Before I could reply, we were joined by Mrs. 
Parter and her amiable daughter, the tender 
and coraplaiſant behaviour of whom, particu- 
Wlarly of the latter, abundantly compenſated for 
Yall! my ſufferings, and the hours glided away un- 
Iperceivadi. | 

I am now, my friend, in poſſeſſion of the ut- 
moſt felicity. My Eliza and I are no longer a 
ſtranger to the ſentiments of each other's heart. 
We enjoy a ſucceſſion of interview without in- 
terruption, and all our talk is love. *T was ever 
muſic «when ſhe ſpoke, but now fhe ſpeaks encour- 
agement, *tis little leſs than rapture. I fancy, I 
muſt be a very dull correſpondent to a man of 
your ſingular inſenſibility, but Frank take the 
advice of a friend; reſiſt not the impulſe of this 
generous paſſion, if ever you ſhould feel it, for 
it certainly enobles the heart, harmonizes the 
ſoul, and exalts and improves every rational fa- 
culty we are endowed with. 

Sir Jobn Darlington's ſeat (who I informed 
you before is our tutor's patron) lies about three 
ſmall miles diſtant from our dwelling. His only 
ſon had the misfortune, the very day of my 
emerging from my ſick- apartment, to break his 
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leg by jumping for a wager with ſome of his 
companions. The company of Mr. and Mrs. 
Parker was ſo earneſtly ſolicited on the occa- 
ſion by this afflicted family, that they could not 
poſſibly refuſe it, and for one whole week they 
were conveyed in this gentleman's carriage to 
Darlington to breakfaſt, and not reſtored to us 
again till ten at night. 

To Eliza in the mean while was committed 
the care and entertainment of thy happy friend, 
(who at every hour ſeemed to make ſome far- 
ther advance towards a perfect recovery) but 
was forbid by his wiſe phyſician venturing out 
too ſoon on no leſs penalty than his life. 

The ſecond afternoon that I enjoyed this 
charming z#te-a-t#re, my obliging girl amuſed 
me with reading Thompſon's Spring ; at the con- 
cluſion of which is his delightful deſcription of 
conjugal happineſs. | 

My mind was ſo ſweetly agitated by the ele- 
gance, the delicacy and beauty of the expreſ- 
ſions, and the accent, and attractive graces of 
the object, on which my eyes were feaſting, 
that I could not refrain from ſaying, “ has not 
this poet, Miſs Parker, drawn a moſt engaging 
picture of that felicity which ariſes from the 
union of hearts?” © I have, replied my fair 
companion, often read it over with pleaſure and 
approbation, and I cannot help thinking that 
my Papa and Mamma have experienced it in a 
very eminent degree.“ 23 

LJ am really of the ſame opinion, returned 
I, and I further believe, that whoever is ſo hap- 
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y as to be approved of by Miſs Parker, will 
not fall ſhort of her Papa and Mamma in point 
of happineſs.” 'The beautiful cheek of my 


t Eliza was immediately painted with a crimfon 
y die, which your friend's vanity conſtrued into 
0 no unfavourable ſymptom.Doubtleſs, pro- 


ceeded I, there is a mortal for whom this hap- 
pineſs is reſerved, notwithſtanding he has never 
viſited here ſince my arrival.“ 


d, 66] aſſure you, Sir, replied Eliza, with the 

Is ſmile of a Madona, if thefe 1s a perſon up- 

ut on earth that holds me in the kind eſtima- 

at tion you mention, he has not yet declared 
himſelf.”? | 

11s * Then I'll anſwer for him, interrupted I, 

ed with an emotion J had not power to reſtrain, he 


n- has ſuppreſſed the tender ſecret merely from the 
of apprehenſion of giving you offence, or. of not 
meeting with your approbation. Can you, Miſs 


le- WM Parker, can you pardon me, if I preſume to 
ef- declare that I am in that very condition, and 
of had it not been for my unconquerable attach- 


1g, ment to you, I might, perhaps, (for ſome years 
not at leaſt) have eſcaped the ravage of my late 
ng WW mercileſs diſtemper. For had my life been the 
the MW forfeit of my continuance, I could not have had 
fair the reſolution to tear myſelf from this happy 
nd MW habitation, until you had ſurmounted this alarm- 
hat ing calamity.” | 
n 2 Nor do I now repent it, as I might, probably, 
have been attacked with the ſame violence at 
ned ſome future period, and it would be a thouſand 
ap- times more ſatisfactory to my heart, that the 
Py woman 
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woman who could generouſly accept of me for 
her companion through lite, ſhould ſee me at 
the very worſt advantage. 

« 1 dare believe, Mr. Bentley, replied the 
gentle maid with great modeſty and ſweetneſs, 
would never make choice of ſuch a light mind, 
as exterior accompliſhments could either biaſs 
or affect. The eye is too much expoſed to take 
in falſe views and deceptions for reality, to be 
truſted on ſuch an important occaſion.” 

I confeſs, Madam, faid T again, interrupt- 
ing her, this declaration is very abrupt, and, in- 
deed, at this juncture unintended ; but ſince 
accident and circumſtance have drawn it from 


'me, I cannot recede, therefore muſt entreat 


you to condeſcend to inform me with that amia- 
ble frankneſs, by which your heart is governed, 
whether I am ſo exceptionable in your eyes, as 
for it to be impoſſible, by the utmoſt tender- 
neſs and aſſiduity, to render myſelf in any de- 


gree acceptable to you?“ 


I really pitied the dear creature's apparent 
uneaſineſs on the occaſion, which was, undoubt- 
edly, rendered the more fo, as ſhe had no third 
perſon to relieve her, and a queſtion of ſuch im- 
portance, ſo cloſely put, could not but confuſe 
her at any time. However, after a little 
pauſe, ſhe replied, though not without much 
heſitation ; “ J am determined, Sir, to adhere 
to thoſe excellent maxims of frankneſs and ſin- 
cerity you have been pleaſed to impute to me, 
and acknowledge myſelf ſo far ſuperior to the 
little vanity of giving pain to a worthy * 

| that 
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that J do not even wiſh to poſſeſs the power.” 
Her voice here became quite extinct, and I 
was obliged to ſooth her into more confidence. 


- « What, ſaid I, Miſs Parker, why ſhould you 
, heſitate on this occaſion? I am no ſtranger to 
p yourſelf or family, nor is the tender affection I 
8 


bear you, a youthful flight. I am but juſt re- 
ſtored, as it were, from the brink of the grave. 
My ſpirits weak, my heart unequal to the tor- 
ments of ſuſpenſe. Then ſpeak it peace, Ma- 
dam, and begin once more thoſe pleaſing ac- 


bh cents; aſſume the generous courage to relieve a 
e ſriend, whoſe happineſs entirely depends upon 
n your ſentiments of him.“ 

it WW 1, Sir, returned Eliza ſomewhat re-aſſur- 
L- ed, was only going to add, that Mr. Bentley 
d, had very little to apprehend from my ſeverity, as 
as it has ever been my cuſtom, ſince I was firſt 
r capable of diſtinguiſhing, to eſteem the friends 
e of my Papa and Mamma.“ 

My heart bounded with joy at this obliging 
nt condeſcenſion; © and may I flatter myſelf, ſaid 
t- I, that if I can obtain the ſanction of that wor- 
rd thy Papa and Mamma, Miſs Parker will conſent 
T to beſtow her hand upon me? What a compli- 
ſe 


cation of diſagreeable apprehenſions would then 
tle be baniſhed from my breaſt ! Could I tell you 
ch but half I have ſuffered from the bare thought 


re of a ſeparation, I am fo well acquainted with 
n- your humane diſpoſition, as to be ſenſible that 
ae, you would feel the utmoſt pleaſure in conferring 
he ſo much happineſs. I would not for the world 
rt, diſtreſs you ; but if I do not preſume too far, I 
hat would 
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would ſolicit your kind permiſſion, to propoſe 


myſelf to my much loved friend, as the uncer- 


tainty my mind has laboured under, I can with 
great truth aſſure you, has in a very great de- 
gree retarded my recovery.“ 

& have ſuch an opinion of your honour re- 
plied my Eliza with the moſt lovely confuſion, 
than I cannot apprehend an impropriety from 
you, nor ſhall I ever oppoſe my Papa's autho- 
me inclination.“ | 

ou would, doubtleſs, imagine, if I was not 
to tell you, that I gently preſſed to my happy 
lips the almoſt unreſiſting hand of my beloved 
girl. Forgive me, I beſeech you, ſaid I, the 
liberty I now take, but this tranſition from a 
gloomy ſuſpenſe. to the utmoſt felicity 1s too 
much for me to bear with moderation.“ 

There is a love-ſcene for you now, Frank. 
I may, perhaps, be ridiculous, but I will be 
faithful. You, I doubt not, jeſt at ſcars, be- 
cauſe you never felt a wound, but live in fear ; 
your hour is yet to come. Let that conſidera- 
tion induce you to ſpare, as you would be ſpared, 
one who in an humble confidence of your can- 
dour, lenity and ſo forth, has here expoſed 


himſelf to the ſeverity of your raillery. 
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LETTER VL. 


T is now a long, a very long time that I have 
ſpent in the expectation of receiving ſome 
account of my much eſteemed friend. Silence 
alarms me greatly, and is, indeed, an infinite 
alloy to the ſatisfaction I feel in my preſent hap- 
ſtate. I will not, however, ſuffer myſelf to 
be ſubdued by the bare anticipation of calami- 
ties, but proceed to the winding up of my inno- 
cent amour, by the completion of which, I hope, 
J ſhall be relieved from my ſuſpenſe and appre- 
henſions in the manner moſt agreeable to my 
wiſhes. 

I need not, I believe, ſuſpect you of ſo little 
attention to the intereſting adventures of your 
friend, as to judge it neceſſary to repeat the ſi- 
tuation, in which my laſt epiſtle left me and my 
beloved Eliza. Had you, Frank, ever trod the 
ſoft path of affection, you would be able to 
conceive, that Sir Jobn's coach ſet down Mr. 
and Mrs. Parker at their own habitation very 
unſeaſonably, as it happened to ſet them down 
at ſuch a juncture. They very ſoon reached 
the dining-room, and expreſſed an agreeable 
ſurprife at finding that dejection, which had fo 
long hung upon my brow, entirely diſpelled. 

My mind was, indeed, relieved from its ut- 
moſt anxiety, but nevertheleſs my impatience 
to communicate my wiſhes to my friend, and 
my beloved's father would not permit me to 
enjoy perfect tranquillity: I caſt about, roy 

ore, 
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fore, for an opportunity to introduce it that 
night, but found it utterly impracticable, and 
thus was obliged, much againſt my inclination, 
to poſtpone my intention ' till the morning. 

I amuſed myſelt the greateſt part of the night 
in ſuggeſting a proper addreſs to my tutor, and 
notwithſtanding I had a very probable aſſurance 
of not only ſucceeding, but even of being con- 
ſidered as an honourable alliance, yet two or 
three bugbears would obtrude themſelves to my 
imagination. | | 

At length the morning arrived, and put a pe- 
riod to every chimerical, as well as real appre- 
henſion. The firſt thing I did was to ſeek Mr, 
Parker, and beg him to favour me with one 
half hour's private converſation in his ſtudy. The 
good man complied immediately with my re- 
queſt, but not without ſome token of ſurpriſe; 
recollecting, however, as he afterwards ac- 
knowledged, the papers I had entruſted him 


with, when ſeized with my late illneſs, he con- 


cluded it might be relative to them. 

We took our ſeats :/te-a-t#te, and I, after two 
or three preparatory hems, began in the man- 
ner following: © I doubt not, Sir, but my ſol- 
liciting your private ear has a little aſtoniſhed 
you, but it is, indeed, a matter of the utmoſt 
conſequence J have to open to you, and on the 
ſucceſs of which no leſs' than the happineſs of 
my future life depends. You, Sir, have the 
full power of determining it without appeal, 
and ſurely Mr. Parker's voice will Hot be a- 
gainſt me.“ | $2757 © 2 
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J confeſs myſelf greatly amazed, replied 
the divine, at the ſolemn introduction. Can 
Mr. Bentley at this time of day want aſſurances 
of my inclination to ſerve him, if he can point 
out the means? I am ſorry he has ſo little reli- 
ance upon my ſincerity, as to entertain the leaſt 
ſnadow of doubt concerning the inclination.“ 

« My doubts, Sir, returned I, are not of you, 
but myſelf. Vou have a daughter, which will ea- 
ſily account for my diffidence, when I tell you, it 
is her I would ſollicit. Can you, Sir, conſent 
to entruſt me with ſuch an ineſtimable treaſure, 
as the happineſs of your juſtly beloved child? 
Can you accept of me for your ſon, and think 
me worthy to become the huſband and protec- 
tor of her?“ 

Mr. Parker*s eyes inſtantly ſparkled with plea- 
ſure and approbation ; “ and could you, Sir, 
ſaid he, know ſo little of your friend's diſpoſi- 

tion, as to queſtion your not being obliged in a 
reſpect, ſo apparently for the intereſt of the 
obliger, as to deprive his compliance of every 
grace ? This, continued he, is a happineſs and 
honour, I little dreamt of, nor could my fond- 
eſt partiality for her have induced me to look up 
to one of your fortune and (as he was pleaſed 
to ſay) merits for an eſtabliſhment for my poor 
Eliza. Be aſfured, Sir, I ſhall beſtow her up- 
on you with a ſatisfaction equal to the utmoſt 
5 (as a fond lover) can feel in receiving her. 

will immediately prepare my wife and her to 
give you a reception ſuitable to that conſidera- 

aL | D tion 
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tion your alliance entitles you to from ſuch little 
folks, as we are.“ 

c But Sir, ſaid I, do you think, I may flat- 
ter myſelf with obtaining Mrs. Parker's con- 

ent, as happily as I have your's ?” 

I can anſwer for her, replied he, nor will I 
pay my Eliza ſo ill a compliment, as to ſuppoſe 
her blind to your (you muſt have it, my friend, or 
{ ſpoil the ſpeech) great merit. I am confident, 
her heart has no previous engagement, and that 
is a ſufficient foundation for every other de- 
pendence.“ 

6 J, Sir, am ſo happy, returned Anthony 
Bentley, as not to be entirely ignorant of Miſs 
Eliza's obliging ſentiments of me, and confeſs, 
{ obtained an indirect permiſſion from her for 
offering myſelf to you in the character I have 
done. In ſuch a particular, as the approbation 
of a heart, I hope, you will excuſe me, for 

naking my firſt application to its immediate 
poſſeſſor. | 

Had I not proceeded in this manner, I ac- 
knowledge, I ſhould have been apprehenſive, 
that Miſs Parker's inclination had received a 
conſiderable biaſs from the partial recommen- 
dations of my friends.” 

c« I] ſincerely rejoice at it, replied this affec- 
tionate parent, as well as approve. the method 
you have purſued. I am relieved by it from the 
only hard part I ſhould have had to act. I know 
the gentleneſs and implicit obedience of* my 
child's diſpoſition, and as there is no anſwering 
for the caprice of human inclination, had this 


_ 
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propoſal come firſt from me, her compliance 


could not have been ſo evidently the reſult of 
her own option, as it now is, and I have the 
double felicity of obtaining a ſon unexception- 
able beyond my moſt flattering expectations, 
and of having the voluntary concurrence of the 
child of my heart indiſputably confirmed.“ 
The appearance of a ſervant, diſpatched by 
Mrs, Parker, to inform us breakfaſt waited, 
here broke off our converſation, and brought us 
immediately into the dining- room. 
I will now, my Frank, allow myſelf a few 
days reſpite from ſcribbling, as a little time will 


either give me, by the Eaſt-India fleet, the ſa- 


tisfaction of a letter from you, or determine 
me to add a few more particulars to this, and 
diſpatch it in queſt of you. Pleaſed with you I 
cannot be, until my anxiety concerning your 
welfare is removed, nor will the ſpirit of re- 
ſentment or unkindneſs ever dwell in my heart 
againſt that friend, whom to eſteem and love 
was almoſt the firſt ſenſation it was ſenſible 
of. I therefore ſhall commit both my paper 
and cares for the few intermediate days to m 


eſcrutoire, and ſupport myſelf with the light 
camelion food of chearing hope. 
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J Shall take occaſion, during Mr. Bentley's 
1 ceſſation from writing, to lay before my 
reader ſome few particulars, out of the reach 
of his knowledge. 

When Eliza retired to her chamber the even- 
ing of the day in which Mr. Bentley had de- 
clared himſelf her lover, ſhe revolved in her 
mind each tender profeſſion he had made, and 
recollected a thouſand inſtances, which at the 
time they happened had appeared only as gene- 
ral things, and confirmed to her willing credu- 
lity the reality of his affection for her. In the 
midſt oßtheſe pleaſing reflections an unlucky 
thought occurred. This was, how ſhe ſhould 
bear a ſeparation from her Papa and Mam- 
ma, or they from her. She then fancied, it 
would be an heroic, as well as dutiful action 
to ſacrifice the man ſhe loved, with every ap- 
parent advantage of his alliance, to her conſt- 
.deration for their peace. | 
But, interrogated the advocate of Mr. Bent- 
ley, ſtarting up ſuddenly in her heart, will it 
not be promoting that very end, to comply 
with the gentleman's requeſt? Will it not be 
inexpreſſibly ſatisfactory to them to ſee their 
daughter ſo advantageouſly diſpoſed of; for 
ſurely -2 man, with a moſt unexceptionable 
heart, and in poſſeſſion of ſeven hundred pounds 
per annum, to make choice of a girl whoſe ut- 
moſt expectation 1s three or four hundred pounds, 
is a moſt extraordinary circumſtance. At laſt 
ſhe concluded her-refleQions with the wiſe de- 

.termina- 
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enquiry, *till ſhe ſhould have a-more convenient 


Bentley begged the favour of. Eliza's company 
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termination of ſubmitting entirely to the diſpo- 
fition of her parents, as ſhe might very eaſily do 
without the leaſt danger of having any violence 
offered to her own inclinations. 

Eliza had not mentioned one ſyllable of Mr. 
Bentley's declaration to her Mamma, as ſhe ſup- 
poſed her lover would not keep his deſigns long. 
ſecret, ſo that Mrs. Parker was a perfect ſtran- 
ger to that unuſual pleaſure, which ſhe ſo viſibly 
perceived in the countenance of her beloved: 
partner, on his taking his feat at the breakfaſt-. 
table. 

She felt her curiofity excited to an uncom- 
mon pitch on the account, but forbore every 


opportunity; but Eliza's heart immediately ſug- 
geſted to her the cauſe, and ſhe felt an additi- 
onal approbation for her lover from his aſſiduity 
concerning her. | 

Doctor Dent called upon them during their 
breakfaſting, and declared that his patient was 
moſt amazingly improved ſince his laſt viſit, which 
had been made within the preceding four and 
twenty hours, and voluntarily took off his re- 
ſtriction of a longer confinement, only recom- 
mending caution and moderation in the firſt re- 
covery of his liberty. Mr. Bentley was delight- 
ed with the thoughts of once more breathing 
the freſh air, and reviſiting thoſe ſhady receſſes, 
accompanied by the only object that could en- 
able him to reap the true enjoyment of them. 
As ſoon as the doctor had taken his leave, Mr. 
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into the garden, which, though a common re- 
queſt, ſhe could not comply with without be- 
traying an unuſual conſciouſneſs. 

Mr. Parker was glad to have it in his power 
by the young people's aſſurances to communi- 
cate the felicity of his heart to his better part, 
as he frequently called his beloved Louiſa. Mrs. 
Parker's joy was not at all inferior to her huſ- 
band's, and they mutually congratulated each 
other on this unexpected good fortune. You 


ſee, my dear, ſaid Mr. Parker, how amply it 


has pleaſed heaven to reward our diligence in 
performing only the common duties of humani- 
ty to our friend in affliction, by diſpoſing his 
heart to relieve us from every anxious ſollicitude 
tor the proviſion and diſpoſition of our valuable 
child, by becoming himſelf her faithful friend 
and protector, in both which characters, I am 
perſuaded, he will a& agreeably to our utmoſt 
wiſhes, | Wa 

Mr. Bentley having waited a whole week in 
expeQation of a letter from his correſpondent 
in the Eaſt-Indies, and not receiving one, 


he reſumed his pen, in order to finiſh and diſ- 
patch the epiſtle he had began. 


Mr. BenTLEY in continuation of the VIth 
LETTER. 

O. U my friend, ſomething very extraor- 

dinary muſt be the cauſe of your unuſual 

negle& of me. My affectionate concern for 

| your 
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your happineſs and health compells me to com- 
plain, and nothing is more certain than that I 
have not experienced ſuch a trying circumſtance 
at any period of my life on your account, as 
what I do now. 

It is with difficulty I can prevail upon myſelt 
to continue my trifling narrative, from the ap- 
prehenſion of your heart being ſo far alienated 
from me, as to be wholly unintereſted in thoſe 
petty concerns which we have interchangeably 
remitted hitherto, and peruſed with pleaſure and 
ſatisfaction. : 

I will, however, be patient for a few months 
longer, from the conſideration, that I once gave 
you ſome grounds of ſuſpicion with reſpect to 
me, which misfortune, not inclination, occaſi- 
oned. May Heaven avert ſuch evils from you, 
and grant, that miſtake, not calamity to be the 
baſis of my anxiety and diſappointment. I 
ſhould, by ſuch an information, be compenſated 
for all my ſufferings. . 

I have now to tell you, that I have regained 
my liberty, and enjoy not only the pure air, but 
the purer delight of ſuch a fair, tender and ob- 

liging companion, as our original parent was 
bleſſed with in his ſtate of innocence. 

She kindly accompanied me in my firſt ram- 
ble, and I deſignedly led her through thoſe 
walks, in which J had fo feelingly lamented the 
misfortune of her illneſs. There in the moſt 
emphatic terms-I was maſter of, I repeated to 
her the tender cares and ſollicitudes I fo lately 
experienced on her account. 
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] aſſure you, Sir, ſaid the grateful maid, I 


was entirely unconſcious of the obligation, I 


now find myſelf under to you. I did, indeed, 
conceive, that you would, both from friend- 


ſhip and the tenderneſs of your nature, ſympha- 


thize in ſome meaſure in the affliction of my 
good father and mother during my ſickneſs; 
but that any conſideration for me could induce 
you to expoſe yourſelf to the ſufferings you have 
endured, I little imagined. I think, upon re- 
fle ction, continued ſhe ſmiling, I ought rather 
to call that action raſh, than heroic, as com- 
bating with a wind- mill or any other extraordi- 
nary encounter of the famous knight of La 
Manca would, in my opinion, have been much 
more eligible, than ſuch a choice.“ 

The word obligation, returned I, which 
you were pleaſed to make uſe of in the begin- 
ning of your ſpeech, Madam, has blunted the 
edge of its ſatirical concluſion. I will confeſs, 
that the knight you mention never ſuffered more 
for his admired Dulcinea than I have done for a 


. certain lady near me; but theſe flights, Ma- 
dam, are diſgraceful to the ſentiments I feel. 


Permit me, therefore, to entreat your ſerious 
conſideration of the pureſt and moſt ſincere af- 
fection that ever the heart of man. was inſpired 
with. In you, Miſs Eliza, I promiſe myſelf, I 


| ſhall find my joys reflected, and in your amia- 


ble converſation a remedy for all my cares. It 
is the mental companion, the tender friend, and 
the faithful repoſitor for all the ſecrets of my 
ſoul, that I expect to receive from the hands 


of 
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of that excellent man, whoſe precopts alone 


- 


could have made me capabl:. of luing fo rich 


a preſent, as I ought. I have this morning re- 


ceived the higheſt confirmation of his unfeign- 
ed eſteem, by his conſenting ſo readily to be- 
ſtow the worthieſt poſſeſſion he is maſter of up- 


on me. Miſs Parker cannot think me too pre- 


cipitate in thus early ſeeking a period to the tor- 
menting ſuſpenſe I have long endured. There 


is now only the advice of her Mamma wanting 


to render me completely happy.“ 


Eliza was going to reply, when ſhe perceived 


her Papa's approach. The good man, not ſuſ- 


pecting that his company at that juncture was 


rather unſeaſonable, was coming to join us. 


We were, indeed, free from thoſe alarms and 
mortifications, which thoſe lovers are ever ex- 
poſed to, who chooſe to apply for their friends 
and parents approbation and conſent at the pe- 
riod of their courtſhips, or, perhaps, not *till 


after the performance of the ceremony, 


Were I writing for the preſs, I would here 
warn the tender, unexperienced maid from con- 


ſenting to private interviews, even with the 


man whoſe intentions were truly honourable, 
as the dexterity, which clandeſtine meetings 


require, would but too probably riſe in judg- 
ment againſt her, at a time, when ſhe might 
leaſt expect it; for life is ſubject to ſuch an in- 
finite variety of changes and chances, and the 


mind of man ſo frequently affected by them, 


that it is twenty to one but the ſame action, 


which was by the obliged lover magnified into 
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the generous and meritorious, would by the re- 
flecting huſband be condemned, as the effect of 
a too fertile invention, and a mind turned for 
intrigue; and ſo ingenious are mortals, when 
they are diſpoſed to torment either themſelves, 
or the object of their abated affection, that 
they can wreſt a ſmile into an impropriety, and 
conſtrue a leſs ſuſpicious action, than what I 
have mentioned, into a levity of heart, unwor- 
thy their eſteem. 

If a man has a real affection for a woman, 
what neceſſity is there for all that ſecreſy? 
Ought not the approbation of his friends 
to be conſulted ? or if with-held from caprice 
or Prejudice, time might, perhaps, overcome 
thoſe impediments; and where eſteem, not 
paſſion, is the motive by which they are actu- 
ated, ſurely to ſecure the intereſt or happineſs 
of a beloved object, whole years, would not 
be ſpent in vain. | 

I pity thoſe young creatures, who raſhly run 
into a ſtate, from which they can never diſen- 
tangle themſelves, without conſidering and guard- 
ing againſt diſagreeable contingences ; the larg- 
eft ſtock of love being but very inſufficient ſe- 
curity either for peace or happineſs, if friends 
are to be diſobliged, fortune - forfeited, or any 
other advantageous profpe& to be obſcured by 
the wiſhed for union. It is ſetting out under 
ſuch threatning auſpices, as ought to deter all 
from entering upon it, and will, except the 
thoughtleſs and unwary. The recent conduct 
of one of this latter ſtamp led me into this di- 
| greſſion 
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greſſion which, I hope, you will pardon. 

But to return. Mr. Parker entered the al- 
cove. © Eliza, my dear, ſaid he, at the re- 
queſt of your generous lover I am henceforth to 


conſider you both as my children. I have re- 


vealed the agreeable news to your mother, ar 
whoſe deſire I thus act the common parent (tak- 
ing his daughter's hand, and preſenting it to me 
with an honeſt grace) in beſtowing you, beyond 
the extent of our fondeſt ambition, upon this 
worthy- gentleman, (mind that Frank) and if a 
father's prayers and bleſſings can avail you, you 
will enjoy many, very many ſucceſſive years of | 
happineſs. - 

I have now, my friend, contdjdes my little 
love-hiſtory, with which alſo I will conclude this 
letter, and do beſeech you, if there ſhould not 
be an epiſtle on its voyage to me, that you would 
immediately difpatch- one the receipt of this 
letter, unleſs the tranquillity of your friend is 
become of no conſequence, and you are deter- 
mined to caſt him off for ever. Adieu, my beſt 
wiſhes ever attend you. 

l 1 B. 


OOO HOHOHHK We 


A foi days after Mr. Bentley had ſent off the 
above letter, he was ſurpriſed with the following 
lines from his friend, the gentleman to whoſe 
care it had been entruſted, having neglected the 
ſending of it until he had been arrived in En- 
gland ſome time. 


Mr. 
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Mr. TAYLOR, to Mr. BENTLEY. 


Dear Sir, | Pe 

1 THINK myſelf bound by our long friend- 

ſhip and the real affection I bear you, to 
make you acquainted with a certain change in 
my condition, which muſt inevitably occaſion a 
diſagreeable change in my manner of life. I 
am no longer that Frank Tayler you eſteem, but, 
allured by a golden bait, J have ſacrificed my 
peace, my . and am become a huſband to 
a woman, poſſeſſed of no one accompliſhment 
or recommendation upon earth, except thirty 
thouſand pounds. My friends I am obliged to 
renounce, and am almoſt a priſoner in my own 
houſe, in conformity to the ſtrange diſpoſition 
of an uninformed and capricious female. I have, 
indeed, the ſatisfaction of contemplating abun- 
dance of yellow ore, but neither the means, 
privilegs nor power of enjoying it. How time 


may reconcile me to the character of a hen- 


pecked huſband, or lighten my chains, I know 


not; but at preſent I would willingly diſengage 


myſelf at the expence of a limb. Our innocent 


_ correſpondence that has been, I verily believe, 


on each part, for ſo many years purſued with 


_unabated alacrity and delight, I am compelled: 


to renounce. Were I not perfectly acquainted 
with your humanity, confideration and fidelity, 
would never have ſubmitted to this contemp- 
tible confeſſion ; but no one ſhall deprive me of 
the felicity of your. company and converſation, 
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which, I hope, in a very few months to be able 
to enjoy, until which time I entreat you to ſuſ- 

end your curioſity concerning me. Judge me 
candidly, and be aſſured, that, notwithſtanding 
my heart has once been ſubdued by ſordid am- 
bition, it ſtill retains its wonted attachment to 
you, and impatiently wiſhes for an opportunity 
of giving you a verbal explication of the dark 
and conciſe hints which this paper contains. 
May you obtain the amiable object of your ge- 
nerous affe ction, I am inclined to believe, you 
will not fail of happineſs, for I now entirely 
ſubſcribe in my judgment to that aſſertion of 
Prior*s, viz. 


That which makes our lives delightful prove,, 
Is a genteel ſufficiency of love: 


Though I have in my actions run exactly 
counter. A few months will, however, reſtore 
me to my native country, and I will hope, that 
my much loved Anthony will then, in ſpite of my 
unworthineſs, afford me a cordial welcome. 
The gentleman, who has kindly undertaken the 
delivery of this too important letter to be en-- 
truſted to a common conveyance, waits whilſt F 
write; on which account I muſt bid you a laſt 
adieu, until we meet upon the happy Engliſh- 
ſhore. I am in every particular (except one) 
what your kindeſt friendſhip could deſire me. 


F. Taylor. 


Mr. 
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. # . 


Mr. Bentley repeatedly ran over the above 
epiſtle with equal concern and aſtoniſnment, and 
ſubmitted with the utmoſt reluctance to the ne- 
ceſſity his friend laid him under of waiting his 
return for an explanation of his ſtrange conduct. 
It was a work of ſeveral days to ſhake off the 
mortification and chagrin this letter brought 
upon him, nor would ſo ſhort a time have ef- 
faced it, had he been in any other company than 
that of his Eliza, who uſed every obliging me- 
thod ſhe could deviſe to baniſh this cauſe of diſ- 
content from his breaſt, nor were her kind ef- 
forts unſucceſsful. . 15 5 

Three months paſſed rapidly away, the lovers 
enjoying each other's company without reſtraint 
or interruption, when Mr. Bentley began to grow 

ſolicitous to bring the buſineſs of his heart to a 
concluſion. He was apprehenſive, leſt ſome un- 
fortunate accident might intervene, if he too 


„rer 


which it then only wanted fix. weeks. 

Mr. Bentley would have had his mother's 
jewels new ſet as a pr ſent for his bride, but 
had not quite ſo much confidence in his brother, 
as to chooſe to entruſt him with his keys. He, 
therefore, determined to defer it until ſome fu- 


ture 
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ture day, He, however, wrote to Mr. Daniel 
Bentley, and acquainted him with his intended 
change of condition, begged the houſe might 
be as well prepared as poſſible, and concluded by 
inviting him to his nuptials. 

Daniel was greatly chagrined at this unex- 
pected news. He curſed his intended ſiſter moſt 
heartily, and wiſhed, his brother had had a 
taſte for the pleaſures of the chaſe, as that 
would have ſecured him from bringing home a 
pert minx to ſubvert all the antient cuſtoms of 
Bentley-hall. This marriage, was, indeed a 
ſtroke he little expected. He had experienced 
during his brother's abſence what he called a 
full enjoyment of life, which amounted to an 
exemption from expenſe, a daily hazarding of 
his neck in the noble purſuit of a miſerable de- 
fenceleſs animal, and cloſing the evening in a 
total ſubverſion of reaſon. Anthony's * * (in 
the refined language of this ſportſman) had bled 
freely; his horſes had been harraſſed to death, 
and his ſervants had hourly trembled at oaths 
they were utterly unaccuſtomed to hear. 

The honeſt domeſtics ſincerely regretted the 
abſence of their good maſter, and impatiently 
wiſhed his return. A general ſatisfaction, there- 
fore, diffuſed itſelf through the whole family on 
the receipt of that letter, which had ſo differ- 
rent an effect upon their temporary governor, 
and more eſpecially, as it contained, the agree- 
able information of the additiom of a miſtreſs, 
| who, they doubted not, would ſoon reſtore that 
heart-felt tranquillity they had enjoyed during 
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the life of Mr. and Mrs. Bentley, for there was 


not one ſervant at Bentley-hall that had not 
lived there a dozen or ſixteen years. Service 
there was an eſtabliſhment, an inheritance to 
the worthy, nor were they ever diſcharged, but 
for ſome flagrant miſdemeanour. They abun- 
dantly experienced plenty and eaſe, though 
ſtrangers to the luxury of card-money, board- 


wages, and pecuniary rewards from their ma- 
ſter's friends, who were either admitted to his 


table, or indulged with a few nights lodging. 

' Bentley-hall was not upon the footing of an 
inn, nor at the departure of a gueſt was the 
court-yard crowded with inſolent domeſtics, to 
pick the pockets of that man, who had, in return 


for his company, received the gratuity of a bed 


or a dinner. — 
At length the day arrived that was to give 


Eliza Parker to Mr. Bentley. Sir Jobn Dar- 
lington and his lady were at the ceremony, which 
was performed by the good parent himſelf, his 
Patron taking upon him the diſpoſal of the lady. 
Never was a wedding-day kept with ſuch pro- 
priety, decorum and delicacy. Every ſpecies 


of coarſe and unbecoming mirth and ribald 


The day Mr: Daniel Bentley was appriſed of 


it, was kept at the hall, but by creatures of a 


very different ſtamp, and conſequently their ce- 


This polite, though ſmall par- 
ty, and the pleaſures they enjoyed, were ſuch, . 
as did honour to their own delicate taſtes, and 
ought to be exemplary to minds of a different: 


lebration 
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lebration of it widely differed from what we 
have already deſcribed. 


The whole fraternity of the neighbouring 


fox-hunters were invited, and an entertainment 
provided ſuitable to the keen appetites of that 
worthy body. There certainly was a very conſi- 
derable conſumption of venifon, poultry, wines, 
&c. inſomuch, that none of the good company 
were either in a capacity or diſpoſition of ſepa- 
rating that night. | 
Had Mr. Hogarth been admitted to a view of 
theſe midnight-revellers, the public might have 
been preſented with a piece by no means infe- 
rior to the greateſt of that ingenious artiſt's 
productions. Such repreſentations, if rightly 
conſidered, would be highly beneficial to ſoci- 
ety in general, by properly expoſing the odiouſ- 
neſs of a vice too much in practice, and whilſt 
we only do juſtice to the ſkill of the artiſt, we 
do injuſtice to ourſelves, and diſappoint the end 
for which genius was given. Our diverſions, 
our taſte for paintings or authors might be ren- 
dered not only innocent, but profitable, if un- 
der proper reſtrictions. But ſo long as we ad- 
mire paintings merely on account of the maſter- 


ly ſtroxes we find in them, authors for their 


wit, and amuſements for being only faſhiona- 
ble, we ſhall continue in danger of rendering ob- 
ſcenity familiar to us by obſcene portraitures, 
of corrupting our morals by profane writers, 
and of ſpending our time unworthily by impli- 
citly following the example of a few who con- 
der themſelves as exempt by their rank and 
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fortune from obſerving the rules of propriety, 
good manners, or even good ſenſe. 

The amiable pair ſpent ſix weeks with their 
delighted parents, in which time every thing 
was prepared for their journey into Hertford- 
ſhire. They ſtrongly ſolicited Mr. and Mrs, 
Parker to accompany them home, but they de- 
clined it, and promiſed to viſit them in about 
three months. Eliza felt, indeed, ſome filial 
pangs at this firſt ſeparation from her indulgent 
father and mother, but they were ſurpriſingly 
ſhort of what ſhe expected, and notwithſtanding 
her duty and affection for them was not in the 
leaſt degree abated, yet ſhe voluntarily complyed 
with that command in holy writ, of quitting fa- 
ther and mother, and of cleaving to her huſ— 
band. 

Mr. Bentley had, without the knowledge of 
his bride, provided a genteel carriage for their 
conveyance, and on the morning ef their depar- 
ture, inſtead of the hired chariot they had ex- 
pected as a thing of courſe, the family were ſur- 
priſed by the appearance of this new voiture, or- 


namented with the arms of both the families. 


Their laſt adieus were extremely tender, but as 
they parted, and were left in pairs, their divided 
grief ſoon ſubſided. 

Anthony and his Eliza felt pleaſures they had 
ever before been ſtrangers to, and tho? the ſeaſon 
was not the moſt eligible for travelling, they 
were inſenſible of every inconvenience. In con- 
ve ring with each other they forgot all time, and, 

without 
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without either impatience or fatigue, in three 
days reached the ſeat of the Bentleys. 

Daniel was drawn forth to the beſt advantage 
to receive his new ſiſter, and, to ſay the truth, 
acquitted himſelf in the firſt compliments with a 
very tolerable grace. Eliza, however, neither 
conceived diſguſt, nor any very favourable im- 
preſſion from his behaviour, notwithſtanding it 
was the beſt he had ever been known to aſſume 
before in all his life. 

The next morning, indeed, he rather failed 
in point of complaiſance, by ſerenading his bro- 
ther and ſiſter by five o'clock with muſick that 
had no charms in it for them. But his ſport 
was ſuperior with him to every other conſidera- 
tion; nor would he have practiſed ſo much ſelf- 


denial, as to have refrained from the purſuit of 


it only that one morning, in compliment to a 
dutcheſs. Mr. Bentley was much diſpleaſed at 
this piece of diſreſpec, and declared, that had 
he had the leaſt notion of his brother's ill-bred 
attachment to his hounds, both them and their 
maſter ſhould have been removed, as a com- 
mon nuſance, before his return. , 

This declaration was reported to Daniel, who 
wiſhed from the ſelfiſh principle by which all his 
ations were governed, that he had conſidered 
the matter better, and removed his beloved mu- 
ſicians to one of his brother's of the chaſe for 
two or three days, and not diſturbed his ſiſter ſo 
early after her journey, but hoped an apology 
would make up the matter. x. 
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On going in to ſupper he was ſomewhat a. 
baſhed at the rebukeful countenance of his bro- 
ther, but ſoon recollecting himſelf, he ſaid, © I 
hope, Madam, you do not bear in mind the diſ- 
turbance I unthinkingly gave you this morning.” 
Not in the leaſt, replyed Mrs. Bentley with 
great ſweetneſs ; I was a little ſurpriſed juſt at 
the inſtant, on account of my being unprepared 
for it, and wholly unaccuſtomed to ſuch kind of 
harmony, but I beg, it may never more be 
thought of.“ 

On this gentle declaration, Daniel cleared up 
immediately, and began to enter into a detail of 
the excellent ſport he had had that morning. He 
now ſtarted the hare a ſecond time, and follow- 
ed her through all her doublings with wonder- 
ful ſkill and dexterity. At length the artful puſs, 
continued he, threw him out for a conſiderable 
time, from which dilemma he was happily re- 
lieved by jowler, regained the ſcent, and he then 
Tan her down moſt gloriouſly with the whole 
pack in full cry. When he came to her death, 
a ſavage ardour ſparkled in his eyes, and the cries 
of the poor tortured animal but furniſhed him 
with witticiſms. | 

The tender-hearted Eliza was ſhocked to a 
very great degree at the inhumanity which dif- 
played itſelf in every circumſtance of this de- 
ſcription. She was at firſt ſilent, but as he ſtill 
continued his encomiums on the chaſe ; “ Can 
the worrying of a poor animal, ſaid ſhe, out of 
its exiſtence deſerve the commendations you be- 


ſtow on it? Excuſe me, Sir, if I take the * 
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of ſaying, that there is rather barbarity in it. The 
exerciſe may, indeed, conduce to the bodily 
health, but the mind, I am afraid, is often har- 
dened by it to a degree that renders it much leſs 
ſenſible of the feelings of humanity.”? 

Daniel ſtared at this new ſyſtem of philoſo- 
phy, as it really appeared to him, having never 
heard any thing of the like among thoſe whom 
he uſed to converſe with. With mortifyed 
countenance, therefore, he obſerved that diffe- 
rent people entertained different opinions, but 
that in ſome places it was not unuſual for ladies 
themſelves, to follow a pack of hounds the whole 
day, and receive as much delight from it as any 
gentleman of them all. | 

« I am ſorry, returned Mrs. Bentley, that 
there are women ſo abandoned to all ſenſe of 
propriety and decorum, as to be capable of ſha- 
ring in ſuch (to give them no worſe a name) 
maſculine diverſions. How inconſiſtent is it 
with the female character, to be ſo devoid of 
that ſoftneſs and timidity, by which alone a de- 
licate mind 1s diſtinguiſhed ! My education,con- 
tinued ſhe, has furniſhed me with ſuch different 
notions, that I could as ſoon be a ſpeQator at 
the public execution of a criminal, as at the 
lengthened torments of a leſs offenſive being.“ 

DaniePs amazement was now increaſed be- 
yond meaſure at the concluſion of his ſiſter's 
ſpeech. For it ſeems, he had, ever ſince his 
brother communicated his intention of chang- 
ing his condition, caſt about for a help-mate for 
himſelf; in this view had fixed his eye upon a 

| raw, 
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raw, ill- bred creature, ſiſter to the moſt boiſte- 
rous of his bottle-companions, whoſe only re- 
commendation was a fortune of five thouſand 
pounds, and' her greateſt charms, even in his 
own opinion, next to her money, her knowledge 
of the world. For ſhe had ſpent three months 
in London, about two years before he became 
acquainted with her, and had made ſo good nſe 
of her time, as to have been preſent at three ex- 
ecutions, the pilloring of five men, ene of whom 
expired before he could be taken down, the ſe- 
vere whipping of two women, and fires in a 
great abundance. To her very feeling deſcrip- 
tion of theſe extraordinary ſights the enamoured 
Daniel would frequently pay the moſt ſatisfacto- 
ry attention. | 

He conceived a very mean opinion, therefore, 
of his ſiſter's underſtanding, from the ſentiments 
ſhe had juſt declared, and ſecretly wondered at 
his brother's choice of ſo weak a woman for his 
wife; for as Mr. Bentley had long forbore, from 
a knowledge of his brother's incorrigible diſpo- 
ſition, attempting to diſſuade him from the pur- 
ſuit of his darling pleaſure, it never once enter- 
ed Daniel's imagination, that Eliza had ſpoke 
her huſband's thoughts therein as well as her 
own. 

He took his leave, however, very ſoon after 
ſupper, not being in the leaſt pleaſed with the 
diſpoſition of his new relation, and repaired di- 
rectly to his own chamber. There, while one 
of Mr. Bentley's ſervants (the greateſt of his fa- 
vourites) aſſiſted him in undreſſing, he thus ha- 
rangved 
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rangued him. Why, Richard, ſaid he, 1 have 


very bad news for you ; this lady, my 
brother has married, will certainly turn every 


thing in the family quite topſy-turvy. She has 


already been preaching ſome of her father's 
muſty, old ſermons to me, but I can aſſure you, 
I have not much benefitted by them ; for ſhe 
might as eaſily perſuade me to take a voyage to 
the Indies, as adopt her new fangled notions. 
Why, ſhe ſays, Richard, that killing a hare or 
a fox 1s unmanly and cruel, and, I ſuppoſe, con- 
ſiders me, for endeavouring to entertain her with 
a deſcription of my day's ſport, as no better than 
a Turk or a barbarian. I am very glad, I never 
ſuffered myſelf to be brought up by rule, and to 
receive old Parker's inſtructions, as my father 
would have had me, for, perhaps, I might then 
have been as queer as his fine daughter. You 
ſee, Richard, a woman, though ſhe does not 
bring a penny with her, can give herſelf as ma- 
ny airs, as if ſhe had five thouſand pounds, I 
am ſure, I never heard Miſs Bowling (the name 
of his own admired lady) take upon her to find 
fault with a whole country, as my brother's 
wife has done this very night.” 7 
Richard made no reply to this elegant flouriſh, 
but being told, there was no farther occaſion for 
ro aſſiſtance, made a reſpectable bow, and with- 
rew. 9 5 
To ſay the truth, this honeſt fellow never had 
much affection for the young gentleman, but as 
the ſon of his ever honoured and deceaſed maſter. 
He always ſhowed him much reſpe&, which 
| Daniel 
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Daniel miſtook for attachment. Richard, there- 
fore, returned to his fellow- ſervants, but not o- 
pen-mouthed to repeat what Mr. Daniel had ſaid 


to him, according to the common practice of 


theſe underlings in a family. But if he did not 
ſpeak of it, he thought, perhaps, the more, and 
his honeſt ſoul was far from entertaining a bet- 
ter opinion of the fox-hunter from the ſarcaſms 
he had heard him throw out ſo early againſt 
his ſiſter. 5 

In the mean time Antbony and his Eliza were 
not much concerned at their brother's depriving 
them ſo ſoon of his good company. Mr. Bent- 
ley expreſſed his approbation of his wife's ſenti- 
ments, and added, It is, indeed, to be lament- 
ed, that my brother has ſuch an unhappy turn 
that way, but it ſeems innate in him, and con- 
ſequently is unconquerable. For my own part, 
continued he, I have quite given him up, but 
from the confideration, that we are both the ſons 
of one father, I am unwilling to come to an o- 
pen rupture with him, and he has taken ſome 
pains lately, to perſuade me, that he 1s not 
wholly void of affection towards me. But I now 
leave you to judge, my dear Eliza, what cauſe [ 
had to dread a ſeparation from you and your 
worthy family, as in my brother, you muſt per- 
ceive, there is no ſociety that can be agreeable 
to me.“ PR. 

Eliza's veracity would not permit her to ſpeak 
favourably of ſuch a ſtrange being; therefore 
ſhe tacitly aſſented to her huſband's re ps 

an 
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and heartily, but ſecretly wiſhed, he might not 
long continue under their roof. | 

Daniel alſo on his ſide came to a reſolution 
before the morning, to attack Miſs Bowling with 
redoubled vigour, and bring the match to a ſpee- 
dy concluſion, in hopes, that her brother would 
make him an offer of his houſe on that contin- 
gency, and enlarge his kennels for the accom- 
modation of his beloved pack. For he began 
now to think he could but ill brook the rebukes 
of Eliza Parker, as he always called her in deſ- 
pite. However, as it was his peculiar maxim to 
look further than the preſent hour, he deter- 
mined both to continue and part with them up- 
on good terms, as there was no anſwering, he 
would often ſay, for the doublings of life, and if 
the fox was not to be met at one corner, ſhe 
might at another. 

Theſe points ſettled, he aroſe the next morn- 
ing with the ſun, and bid Richard tell his maſter, 
he ſhould not be at home all that day. 

Mrs. Bentley was now become the topic of the 
village, and every one, from the known good 
character of the father, was delighted with the 
thoughts of Mr. Parker's daughter being miſ- 
treſs of Bentley-hall. | 

Mr. Price, the young clergyman, to whom 
Mr. Parker had reſigned his vicarage, had mar- 
ried an agreeable perſon of very good ſenſe, and 
a tolerable genteel education, to which was ad- 
ded a fortune of five hundred pounds. As ſoon 
as he was aſſured of Mr. and Mrs. Bentley's ar- 


rival, he rode over to pay his reſpects to them, 
—. and 
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and begged leave to introduce his wife to Mrs. 
Bentley's acquaintance. He enquired with the 
utmoſt ſolicitude concerning the health of his 
patron, (as he always ſtiled Mr. Parker) and his 
good wife to which Eliza returned the moſt ob- 
liging anſwers. The young clergyman ſtill con- 
tinuing the ſubject, expreſſed his gratitude for 
her father, ſaying, that he had received more 
from his goodneſs, than he ever did from his 
own father. 

It ſeems, the latter, from an ill-judged ambi- 
tion to make his ſon a gentleman, had bred him 
to the church, without either intereſt or fortune 


to obtain the ſmalleſt preferment for him, and 


then turned him adrift at his quitting the uni- 
verſity, telling him, that as he had beſtowed a 
gentleman's education upon him, it was now his 
own fault, it he did not procure a ſuitable main- 
tenance, for there was not ſuch good pickings in 
any profeſſion, as that he had brought him up 
to. In conſequence of this, at the very time he 
made an application to Mr. Parker, to retain 
him as his curate, he had no other proſpect than 
ſtarving like a gentleman, or ſubmitting to ſome 
very ungenteel means to procure him a ſubſiſt- 
ence, being reduced to the very laſt. half guinea 
he had upon the earth, when that good divine 
ſo generouily reſcued him from miſery, and pla- 
ced him in a ſituation he would probably, never 
otherwiſe have attained. 
Mr. Bentley was highly pleaſed with the gra- 
titude and ingenuoſneſs of this young gentleman, 


and gave him and his wife a moſt cordial invita- 
8 tion 


tic 
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tion to viſit them frequently, as they had but few 
agreeable neighbours. 

Mrs. Bentley too enjoyed the thoughts of an 
agreeable friend, as ſhe doubted not but ſhe 
ſhould find Mrs. Price from her huſband's beha- 
viour. 

The next day brought them to the hall, Mr. 
Price ſaying, they could not in his opinion give 
too early proofs of their reſpects. Mrs. Price 
was really a very well behaved woman. She was 
delighted to a very great degree with Mrs. Bent- 
ley, nor was Eliza much leſs taken with her. 

She had paſſed her life in the country, and 
thus had not, perhaps, all that refinement about 
her, which is alone to be acquired in the great 
metropolis; but her ſentiments were natural, 
and truely correſpondent with good ſenſe, though 
utterly — to thoſe imbibed by what is 
called a knowledge of the world. She was, in 
ſhort, a good œconomiſt, an affectionate wife, 
and a ſincere friend. . 

This little company ſpent the day very agree- 
ably, and reluctantly obſerved the approach of 
evening, as it obliged them to ſeparate from the 
moſt agreeable ſociety they had ever met with. 

Daniel on his ſide ſpent the day with his miſ- 
treſs and her brother, whom he entertained with 
a deſcription of Mr. Bentley's choice, and had 
the happineſs to out- do his uſual out- doings in 
the eyes of the former, who often, during his ſa- 
tyrical relation, made uſe of the pretty ejacula- 
tions of pert creature, upſtart, confident huſſy 
Sc. Cc. It is not at all to be wondered at, that 
| | E 2 Miſs 
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Miſs Bowling was incapable of admiring a cha- 
racter, which was an exact contraſt to her own, 
and ſhe prudently reſolved, therefore, not to viſit 
at Bentley-hall, becauſe, as ſhe ſaid, it would 
be impoſſible for her to conceal her contempt of 


the little mortal, who was ſo elated, becauſe juſt 


raiſed to ſome ſmall degree of conſequence. 
Daniel ſecretly congratulated himſelf upon 
this ſucceſsful exertion of his fine talent for mi- 
mickry, which with any other minds, perhaps, 
upon the earth, would not havemet with ſo fa- 
vourable a reception. Dinner however, being 
over and the glaſs chearfully going round, an ele- 
vation of ſpirits ſoon ſucceeded, and he ſolicited 
Mr. Bowling with uncommon ardour, to uſe his 
intereſt with his ſiſter, to obtain her conſent for 
a ſpeedy completion of his wiſhes. He found 
himſelf, indeed, maſter of ſo much elocution at 
this juncture, that he conſidered Miſs Bowling's 
being gone out:to make a viſit as an opportunity 
not to be paſſed by, and therefore ſaid all that 


he could think of on the occaſion, concluding 


by obſerving to the brother, that he ſhould ne- 
ver be able to run her down without his aſſiſt- 
ance. | 
Miſs Bowling was naturally a lady of a very 
communicative diſpoſition, and with the great- 
eſt part of her acquaintance, that good natured 
faculty was her only recommendation, 

The human heart from its innate corruptneſs 
delights in detraction, calumny, and every ſpe- 
cies of humiliation, except that of itſelf ; hence 


an unfavourable repreſentation of a good action, 


a Man- 
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a mangled reputation, and a handſome perſon, 
or fine underſtanding, ridiculouſly ſet forth by 
the little malice of the envious, is ſo grateful, 
that it often ſecures a good reception for the 
wretch, who burleſques them, though both deſ- 


piſed and contemned on every other, and even. 


on that very account. The perſons alſo, who 
affe& to diſapprove this diſpoſition, at the ſame 
time, that they condemn 1t with their lips, be- 
tray, for the moſt part, the higheſt approbation 
of it in their conduct, by repeating, with undi- 
miniſhed acrimony, the malicious report they 
pretend to diſcredit and diſcountenance. 

To a family of this ſtamp was Miſs Bowling 
gone to make a viſit. It 1s true, ſhe was not 
under any previous engagement, but was well 
aſſured, her company would be far from unac- 

ceptable, as ſhe brought them pleaſing intelli- 
gence concerning their new neighbour. She 
was bleſſed with a happy imagination, and, 
when ridicule or defamation was the topic, was 
miſtrefs of a very tolerable flow of expreſſion ; 
and ſo well did ſhe acquit herſelf upon this oc- 


caſion, that ſhe proved to a demonſtration, that 


Mrs. Bentley was but one remove from a dri- 
veller, and that was diſtinguiſhable only by her 
pertneſs and vanity. After having poured forth 
all that Daniel had related, with innumerable 
additions and improvements, fhe affirmed, that 
ſhe had only mentioned facts, as ſhe had them 
from a very near relation of the family, who 
appeared much concerned at Mr. Bentley's in- 
judicious choice. 

| | E 3 The 
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The ladies, who compoſed this pretty aſſem- 
bly, expreſſed great amazement at the infor- 
mation, but ſaid, that this came of young gen- 
tlemen's rambling from home, to ſeek wives, 
though, ſurely, ſaid they, there were ladies 
enough in the neighbourhood, who might have 
been honoured with Mr. Bentley's alliance; but 
they were to be overlooked, it ſeems, and a 
perſon brought amongſt them from nobody 
could tell where. However, as they had a great 
regard for the father and mother of the young 
gentleman, they ſhould never repeat what Miſs 
Bowling had ſo obligingly communicated, but 
fave him as much as poſſible, from becoming the 
laugh of the country. 

In this charitable reſolution, the reader ma 
imagine, they did not long perſiſt, for the cu- 
rate's wife ſtepping in for a little chat, and Miſs 
Bowling at the ſame time taking her leave, they 
were not able to contain themſelves for a mo- 
ment, but immediately retailed every particular, 
without the leaſtloſs or diminution. They con- 
cluded, nevertheleſs, with ſaying, that, perhaps, 
every tittle they had mentioned might be falſe, 
as they knew the malevolence of their author's 
diſpoſition too well, to pay her an implicit cre- 
dit, and ſincerely wiſhed, for the young gentle- 
man's ſake, that they might find the lady quite 
the reverſe of the repreſentation that had been 
made to them of her. 

Mrs. Brightley, the wife of the curate of the 
pariſh, was a woman, who had not a mind quite 
fo well turned for ill-natured pleaſure, as might 
have 
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have been wiſhed, beſides that both herſelf and 
her huſband had received many favours from 
Mr. Bentley, and had farther views of the ſame 
nature. Add to which, her huſband had unlucki- 
ly that very day been paying his compliments to 
the bride and bridegroom, and at his return 
had been almoſt extravagant in his praiſe of the 
former. He had likewiſe learnt, that ſne was 
daughter to the Reverend Mr. Parker, the me- 
mory of whoſe merit ſix years had not been ca- 
pable of obliterating. | 

Mrs. Brigbtley did not, however, attempt to 


interrupt her rich neighbour in her curious tale, 


but finding ſhe had concluded it, © I am really 


ſurpriſed, ladies, faid ſhe, addreſſing the whole 


group, that there is in the world a perſon of ſo 


much ill- nature and invention, as to be capable of 


trumping up ſuch a malicious and groundleſs re- 
port. My huſband is but juſt returned from ma- 


king the wedding: viſit, and aſſures me, he never 


either ſaw or converſed with fo agreeable a wo- 


man, as the bride. Why, Madam, added ſhe, ad- 


drefling Mrs. Eliot, the lady of the houſe, ſhe is 


the daughter of Mr. Parker, Mr. Bentley's tutor, 


who was known to take the utmoſt pains imagi- 
nable in her education, .and before ſhe was four- 


teen, ſhe gave evident proofs of a fine underſtand- 


ing.” | 

Mrs. Bentley the daughter of Mr. Parker 2”? 
interrogated Mrs. Elliot; but without giving Mrs. 

Brigbiley time to reply, ſhe reſumed, © I am 


really aſtoniſhed at Miſs Bowling's behaviour, 


and ſhall be very glad to viſit the lady both on 


E 4 her 
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her father's account, as well as the family's ſhe 
is now entered into.“ 

Thus did the propagation of this good ſtory 
receive a total overthrow almoſt at its firſt ſet- 
ting out; for ill-nature, like ſcandal, if. diſarm- 
ed of its ſting by a bad reception, ſoon dies 
away. 

Daniel made ſo quick a progreſs in Miſs 
Bowling's affections, that in the enſuing fix 
weeks, from the viſit above-mentioned, (the 
writings being completed, and her whole for- 
tune ſettled upon her) ſhe vouchſafed to honour 
him with her hand. The voice of fame was the 
firſt intelligence received at Bentley-hall of this 
addition to their family, Daniel having, in the 
hurry of this grand affair, loſt ſight of that re- 
ſolution he had made of preſerving, at leaſt in 
appearance, a good underſtanding between his 
brother and him. Mr. and Mrs. Bentley, how- 
ever, were neither ſurpriſed nor mortified at the 
proceedings of a relation they could not eſteem. 

About a week after the completion- of this 
happy event, Daniel became viſible, and calling 
on his brother, without making any apology for 
his former neglect, gave him and Mrs. Bentley 
an invitation to his brother- in- law's houſe, for 
his ſcheme had perfectly ſucceeded of taking up 
his quarters there. 

Anthony and his Eliza took not the leaſt no- 
tice of the little reſpe& he had ſhewn them, in 
not acquainting them ſooner with his intenti- 
ons, but promiſed to make the lady a viſit the 
very firſt opportunity. Daniel communicated 


this 
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this intelligence to his bride, who conſidered her 
ſubmitting to receive ſuch a poor creature, as 
ſhe was determined to think Mrs. Bentley, (in 
oppoſition to the opinion of the whole country) 
as an extraordinary piece of condeſcenſion. On 
the third day, ſubſequent to Mr. Daniel's gen- 
teel invitation, the amiable Eliza prepared to 
make this wedding-viſit, to which ſhe found her 
inclination but little affected. She, without any 
deſign, dreſſed herſelf that day exceedingly be- 
coming, and, attended by her beloved Anthony, 
ſet forth for the houſe of Mr. Bowling. 

The bride ſuſtained an infinite ſhare of fa- 
tigue, in order to make ſuch an appearance in 
the eyes of the inſignificant, (as ſhe haughtily 
called her new ſiſter) as ſhould give that im- 
preſſion of her conſequence, ſhe thought herſelf 
entitled to. Had ſhe been acquainted in the 
ſmalleſt degree with the diſpoſition of Eliza, ſhe 
might have ſpared herſelf all her trouble, as her 
expected viſitant was incapable of being taken 
either by the eye or the ear, except where the 
charm of good ſenſe was apparent, and a beha- 
viour viſibly dictated by an humane and gene- 
rous heart. Mrs. Daniel Bentley ſickened with 
envy at the ſight of her ſiſter's chariot, and ob- 
ſerved that that alone was ſufficient to turn the 
head of a little country-parſon's daughter. Eliza 
on being introduced made this kaughty lady an 
extreme pretty compliment, with that agreeable 
eaſe, that ever accompanies the expreſſions: of 
the well-bred. 'The woman of fortune not ha- 
ving a prompt reply, returned no other anfwer 
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than a curteſy, and in order to conceal her de- 
ficiency, begged the lady to be ſeated. Eliza, 
during this whole viſit, was ſo engaging, and 
unaſſuming, that the little prejudices of her new 
relation vaniſhed inſenſibly, and ſhe expreſſed a 
deſire of being admitted to her friendſhip and 
acquaintance, upon the familiar footing of a 
member of the ſame family. 

Mrs. Bentley ſaid as many obliging things, as 
ſhe poſſibly could, without making too great a 
ſacrifice of her veracity, and concluded with 
ſaying, that ſhe would endeavour to render 
Bentley-hall agreeable to her. | | 

The brother returned from the field of ſlaugh- 
ter, juſt as Mr. Bentl:y was conducting his lady 
to her carriage, and came in for one ſmack (as 
Mr. Bowling phraſed it) at a fine: woman. 

The happy pair found at their return home 

a letter from their good parents, containing the 
agrecable information of their intending very 
foon to ſpend ſome time with them. Their joy 
was mutual upon this as well as every other oc- 
caſion; for they ſo entirely concurred in their 
deſires ad inclinations, that they ſeemed, as it 
were, informed only by one ſoul, 
Mr. and Mrs. Parker at length performed 
their promiſe, and reviſited a country, where the 
excellency of their lives and diſpoſition had pro- 
cured them as many friends, as they had ac- 
quaintance. ; 

The days of the happy pair were now one 
uninterrupted ſcene of happineſs for ſome time, 
but fortune had only ſmiled to make her frowns 
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more terrible. Four years elapſed, before they 
experienced the tender and pleaſing ſenſations 
of parental love, a felicity; they began to deſpair 
of ever, enjoying. But. Providence had.gtherwiſe 
decreed, and at the expiration of that period the 
fair Eliza became pregnant ; the firſt certainty 


of which awakened all the parent in their hearts. 


Mr. Bentley's, delight at the, engaging name of 
father was checked and allayed by the appre- 
henſons of the fond huſband. The bare poſſi- 
bility of his, exchanging, for a dear infant his 
much dearer wife ſhook his very ſoul, and this 
painful reflection ſtill continually obtruding it- 
ſelf, as the time advanced that muſt determine 
the event, his anxieties were not a little aug- 
mented by it. ' Eliza perceived it, but, far from 
gueſſing the cauſe, tenderly urged him to let her 
participate, that ſhe might endeavour to ſoften 
his cares. My dear, ſaid this amiable woman, 
exclude me not from the knowledge of whatſo- 
ever it be that diſturbs your repoſe, out of any 
miſtaken, apprehenſion, that my mind is wea- 
ken'd by my preſent condition, I have not ſo 


little profited by my good father's pious inſtruc- 
tions, as to feel too. heavily the hand : of diſap- 


pointment. , Am I not till bleſſed with you, my 


ſupport and conſolation, your health unimpair- 


ed, and in appearance happily exempt from all 
the infirmities of human nature, and can you 
then imagine, that I ſhall. complain or murmur 
at a ſlight calamity? Do let me receive this 
proof of your wonted affection and confi- 
dence, for be allured, that, by communicating 


it, 
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it, you will leſſen inſtead of increaſing the con- 


cern of your Eliza. 


Mr. Bentley, fearful of alarming her with the 
ſenſe of her danger, endeavoured, though in vain, 
to perſuade her, that ſhe was miſtaken in her 
conjectures. But ſhe ſtill inſiſted upon it, that 
ſhe was well convinced he was deceiving her, 


and that the thought thereof more ſeverely af- 


fected her, than any thing he could mention. 

«« My cares, my life, ſaid Mr. Bentley, ſince 
you will be made acquainted with them, are 
merely upon your account ; for notwithſtanding 
every period of life 1s equally precarious with 
your preſent condition, yet the bare apprehen- 
Hons of the hazard, to which you are now ſo 
expoſcd, are too great for me to ſuſtain.” 

„ How kind, yet blameable, replyed Eliza, 
is your concern for me! But, ſurely, my dear, 
you ſhould remember, how wonderfully Provi- 
dence diſtinguiſhed itſelf in raiſing you from the 
very verge of the grave, contrary to the expec- 


tations of every one who then ſaw you. That 


all- preſerving and all-reſtoring hand of heaven 
is not ſhortened, and on that I rely; but ſhould 
the number of my days be accompliſhed, and I 
be taken away from the evil to come, O reflect 


that a ſtill greater calamity might have befallen 
us; that mortality is ever incident to a ſepara- 


tion, and that, if we ſurvived each other's af- 


fections, we might in vain wiſh for ſuch a re- 


lief. Think, how heavily under ſuch afflicting 
circumſtances one or other of us ſhould drag 
out a miſerable exiſtence, unauthorized as we 


frail 
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frail dependents are to defy the author of our 
being, by the uplifted hand of ſuicide. For how 
ſhall a creature, formed out of, the very duſt, to 
whom the common bleſſings of light and reaſon 
are infinitely beyond its utmoſt merit, preſume 
to dictate to the voice that ſpoke it, what it is? 
Thus and thus let my condition be. Subdue then, 
my dear Anthony, theſe terrors ſo unbecoming a 
breaſt enlightened by a ſingle ray of that religi- 
on we profeſs. Endeavour to acquire an impli- 
cit reſignation to that power which beſtowed, 
and conſequently has a right to recall, if impro- 
perly uſed, every bleſſing you are now in poſ- 
ſeſſion of. Beware of that too frequent practice 
of idolatry, nor imagine, whilſt you cheriſh in 
your heart a ſuperior affection to that of your 
great creator, that you are innocent of a breach 
of the commandment, which fo poſitively ſays, 
T hou ſhalt not have any other God than me.” 
Anthony aſſumed a ſmiling aſpect at her diſ- 
courſe, purely to conceal the anguiſh he endured. 
I will, ſaid he, my love, frequently refle& up- 
on what you recommend to my conſideration. 
[ both feel and acknowledge the juſtice and pro- 
priety of it, and I hope, I ſhall not again incur 
a ſecond chiding, by ſuffering human frailty to 
uſurp a dominion over human reaſon ; but, ad- 
ded he with a vivacity, in which his heart had 
but little ſhare, neither Seneca, nor the ſurly Di- 
ogenes could in ſuch a caſe have reaſoned half fo 
well.” | 
Daniel and his wife dropped in at this junc- 
ture to make them an occaſional viſit, the fami- 
| lies 
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lies ſtill continuing upon a footing, which was 
ſcarce to be expected from their different diſ- 
poſitions. Mr. Bowling's ſiſter had proved very 
prolifick, and in four years produced as many 
children, of whom Eliza took very affectionate 
notice, and as there was no great proſpect of an 
heir from the other quarter, all was harmony 


and happineſs. Daniel's three firſt children 
were girls, but the fourth proving a boy, he 


was called Anthony, and conſidered by his father 
and mother, not only as the preſumptive, but 
actual heir to the family-eſtate. 

They were not a little chagrined, Hf ins <1 
at the firſt report of Mrs. Bentley's condition; 
but as the intervention of one life was hable to 
many fortunate contingences, and they could 


not with any ſhew of decency change their be- 


haviour, they continued from policy that very 
good humour, which had been the reſult of their 
hatred and avaricious expectations. 

Daniel brought his eldeſt girl along with him 
on this viſit. She had been named Arabella, by 
her proud mother, in honour of herſelf, and, 


notwithſtanding her early time of life, had be- 


trayed ſuch a complication in her nature of both 
father and mother, as promiſed to render her a 


moſt complete character. 


She was abſolute maſter and miſtreſs at home, 


had ſeveral little unfortunate animals in her poſ- 


ſeſſion, which ſhe tortured at her pleaſure ; fear, 
tenderneſs, and affection not. having the leaſt 
ſhare in her compoſition. Her perſon was real- 


ly engaging, juſtneſs of proportion, clearneſs of 


Com- 
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complexion, and regularity of features being 
poſſeſſed by her in an eminent degree, a fair co- 
vering of foul deformity, iy 

She was accuſtomed to follow her father in 
the viſitation of his hounds and horſes, with- 
out either fear or diſmay, and taught to exa- 
mine the wounds of the various game, ſent 
home weltering in gore, with all the tranſports 
of ſavage delight. 'Thus was her infant mind 
inured to more than Amazonian fierceneſs, and 
every ſofter particle of her ſoul hardened into 
downright brutality. 5 

Eliza beheld with horror and compaſſion the 
growing inclinations of her niece, and would 
have ſaved her from, and, if poſſible, eradi- 
cated the pernicious ſeeds ſpringing in her 
young breaſt, if it had been practicable. 

But theſe miſtaken parents could not live an 
hour without their Arabella, nor could Arabella 
be ſatisfied one moment without them, as ſhe 
was become impatient of that controul, which 
the impropriety and boiſterouſneſs of her beha- 
viour was ever rendering neceſſary. „ 

The time now grew towards a period, which 
was to bleſs or for ever blaſt poor Mr. Bentley's 
hopes. 5 | 

Mrs. Parker came to aſſiſt her child at this 
juncture, and laboured under no leſs anxiety 
than that by which the fond huſband's heart 
was torn. | 

But how vain, how unneceflary appeared 
their fears, for the gentle Eliza became mo- 
ther to a daughter without any other than the 


COm- 
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common danger, attendant on ſuch an extremi- 
ty. How grateful this news to the heart of 
Mr. Bentley, who, contrary to the generality 
of country eſquires, ſet as much value upon 
his little daughter, as the tendereſt parent could 
poſſibly do. 

The ſeaſon being favourable, Mrs. Bentley 
was able to appear abroad much ſooner than the 
natural delicacy of her conſtitution ſeemed to 
promiſe, and took upon herſelf, in conjunction 
with her good mother, that important charge, 
ſo lightly and commonly aſſumed by ftrangers, 
without their ever refleCting, that they have 
bound themſelves, as far as human nature will 
admit, to qualify the little infant to become an 
inheritor of a future exiſtence. 

Eliza inſiſted upon her mother's giving the 
object of their united affections her own name, 
and accordingly that of Louiſa was beſtowed 
upon her. 

The firſt year of this new ſtranger's life was 
paſſed over with every promiſing ſymptom of 
health and goodneſs of conſtitution, 

Then infant reaſon grew apace, 
and the enraptured parents hung over her de- 
lighted, her liſping dialect and untaught en- 
dearments having rendered her beyond expreſ- 
ſion pleaſing. In this enjoyment did they ſpend 
three years, when all their happy proſpe&s were 
at once obſcured by the heavy cloud of afflic- 
tion. 

Mrs. Bentley had ever ſince the birth of her 


daughter been in an almoſt imperceptible de- 
cline 
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cline. She had felt ſome inward decay, but 
forbore complaining, from a too tender conſi- 
deration for her huſband's repoſe, until it was 
advanced beyond the power of medicine to re- 
medy. 

She continued lovely to her laſt moment, 
which happened juſt fix weeks, from the time 
ſhe firſt mentioned, or rather that her counte- 
nance betrayed her diſorder. 

Her afflicted Mother was conveyed home im- 
mediately upon her breathing her laſt, and for 
two whole years never quitted her own apart- 
ment. | | 

Mr. Parker bore her loſs with ſurpriſing re- 
ſignation; but the poor huſband's ſorrow was 
too poignant to admit of alleviation. His af- 
fiction was of the heart, ſilent, permanent and 
unconquerable, nor could the utmoſt perſua- 
ſions of his friends prevail upon him to quit 
Bentley-hall, or exchange his wonted apart- 
ment for any other in the houſe. 

The innocent Louiſa was frightened at a re- 
volution ſhe could not account for. Her Mam- 
ma was carried away, never more, as the ſer- 
vants told her, to return again, and her Papa 
was becomT incapable of being diverted by all 
her little efforts. 

This diſconſolate gentleman would often take 
the tender innocent in his arms, and preſſing 
her to his breaſt, * My dear lamb, he would 
ſay, thou haſt loſt the beſt of mothers, and 
alas | I feel, it will not be long before thou art 

deſtitute of a father too ; yea, it is impoſſible I 
| ſhould 
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ſhould long ſurvive. That amiable woman has 
robbed me of all power of enjoyment, and it 
is in the grave alone that I can find reſt.“ 

The ſtruggle for four months was very ſtron 


between grief and nature, but at length the lat- 


ter was ſubdued, and the worthy man, notwith- 
ſtanding what might have been expected of pa- 
tience and ſubmiſſion from his religious courſe 
of life, became an eaſy prey to the general de- 
ſtroyer of the human ſpecies, and by this one 
indiſſoluble attachment inconteſtably evinced, 
that even the beſt of mortals are wide of per- 
fection. 

On his firſt confinement to his bed, he ſent 
for his brother, who had really behaved very 
well towards him for ſome time, and addreſſed 
him in the following manner. | 

« You ſee, my dear Daniel, the ſtate to 
c which I am reduced by that ſevere ſtroke 
c which has ſeparated me from my beloved 
& Eliza, to whom I am now haſtening. I have 
& long foreſeen my fate, and have made the 
e beſt atonement in my power to my poor 
& child for her ſecond misfortune, in appoint- 
“ing you, who are my next af kin, joint- 
&« guardian with her grand-father. As I am 
„ unwilling to bring too great a weight upon 
&« his grey hairs, I mult entreat you, to act in 
* the particulars of my funeral, and convey 
& my Louiſa as ſoon as poſſible to her other 
«© parents. You will find, I have left you no 
« inconſiderable legacy, and hope, you will, in 
| | & a great 
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« a great meaſure, ſupply to my tender infant 
« what I ouglit to have been.” 

Daniel was a little affected, but ſoon got the 
better of it. He took Mr. Bentley's hand, and 
with the utmoſt ſhew of ſincerity aſſured his 
dear brother, he would diſcharge the truſt re- 
poſed in him with the ſincereſt integrity and 
aſſiduity. * Your child, ſaid he, ſhall be 
« conſidered by me as my own, and may 
«© God ſo deal with me and mine, as I ſhall 
« acquit myſelf with reſpe& to her.” The 
dying man expreſſed the utmoſt ſatisfaction at 
theſe aſſurances, and begged that his Louiſa 
n:ight be brought to him, that he might take 
his final leave of her. The little prattler, a- 
mazed at theſe tranſactions, aſked a thouſand 
innocent queſtions, without having them taken 
notice of, Her uncle took her up in his arms, 
and held her, whilſt ſhe received the laſt be- 
nedictions of her dying father, who in a few 
hours afterwards dropped off like a blaſted roſe, 
which retains 1ts ſweetneſs, though its bloom 
be deſtroyed. | | 

Mr. and Mrs. Parker were ſoon informed of 
this additional calamity to the loſs they had 
lately felt, and as the latter was not in a con- 
dition to undertake the care of the dear little 
orphan, the good divine deſired, ſhe might con- 
tinue ſome ſhort time with her uncle and aunt, 
'till his wife ſhould be a little recovered, and 
himſelf able to fetch her. 

Mr. Parker was a ſtranger to Daniel's ava- 
rice and vileneſs of ſoul; therefore defired, he 

would 
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would act in every reſpect, as might beſt con- 
duce to the advantage of his niece, and be 
moſt conformable to the directions of the de- 
ceaſed. 

This was the very thing Daniel wiſhed for, 
but could not even flatter himſelf with obtain- 
ing. Being left however, to act as he thought 
proper, he conſulted nothing but his own ava- 
rice. The funeral expences were by no means 
adequate to Mr. Bentley's appointment, nor 
were ſome charitable donations diſtributed ac- 
cording to his requeſt, In ſhort he made a pro- 
perty and advantage of every perſon and thing 
he could, and the little Louiſa was put under 
Mrs. Bentley's tender protection and manage- 
ment, where we ſhall at preſent leave her, and 
conclude the firſt Volume. 


End of the Firſt Volume. | 


